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ARTICLE XXVIII. 


To the Editor of the Hiftory of the Works 
of the Learned. 


OU will excufe me that I take the Li- 
berty to put you in Mind, that, in 
Hey} My humble Opinion, you have over- 
NOES) look’d a Work, publifhed, if I mif- 
take not, in the Month of March latt, © 
which well deferved your Attention, and which, I 
think, common Juftice to the Contriver and the 
Publifher of it, demands fhou’d be taken Notice 





. of, 


The Work I mean, isa Comrenpium ANA- 
TOMIcUM Offered to the Public by Mr. Zinuey an 
Iingraver in Fleet-flreet. 

If I may have Leave to fave you the Trou- 
ble, I will give the Public, through your Means, a 
brief Abftradt of it. 

C< The 
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The Work conrfifts of eight Copper-Plates in Fo- 
lio on large Paper, (well engrav’d, by Mr. Tinney, 
and printed off in red Colour or Black) the three 
firft of which reprefent the Front, Side, and Back 
view of the Human Skejeton, the other five, the 
Front, Side, and Back view of the External Mu/- 
cles of the whole Body. To thefe are added four 
other half Sheets, (printed on one Side of the Pa- 
per only, and fit for a Frame) the Explanation of 
each of the Prints. 

The Editor, in his Preface, tells us, that the Hu- 
man Body, being the moft common as well as the 
moft noble Subject of theArts of Statuary, Painting, 
Engraving, &c. fome Part of the AnaTomy of 
it ought to be well underftood by every one engaged 
in the Practice of any of them, who is ambitious 
of attaining that Perfection, which is the Founda- 
tion of a folid Reputation. 

That the Ancients had fo great an Opinion of 
the Knowledge of Anatomy, that they thought 
it the moft effential Qualification of a good Painter 
or Statuary, and that it was probably for the fake 
of fhewing their Skill in that ufeful Science, that 
they generally made their Figures Nated; and that 
however faulty fome of their Pieces might be, they 
feldom fail of difplaying a juft Di/pofition of the 
Maufcles, which gives a pleafing Harmony, even to 
fome of their worft Performances. 

That not only the Ancients but the Moderns too, 
have been likewife fenfible of the great Confequences 
of it, particularly Michael Angelo, who, having 
himfelf diffected feveral Subjeéts, underftood it per- 
fectly well ; and thought a regular and juft Difpo- 
fition of the Mufcles, one of the principal Beauties 
of a good Picture ; as may be learnt from his | 
Works, where he always took Care to mark the | 
Mufcles juftly, according to their Appearances in 
their feveral Actions; though he carried the Affair 

too 
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too far, asa Painter, by making all his Figuresas if 
they were intended for Anatomifts, hardly {paring 
his Women and Children. 

He tells us, that, befides Angelo, there have been 
other great Mafters, who have poflefled this Know- 
ledge in an eminent Degree, as Raphael, Bacchio 
Bandinelli, Daniel Volterra, Pierrino del Vaga, 
Roffo of Florence, Francifto Salviati, and feveral 
others, who have arrived at a firm grand Manner 
of Defigning, by the Affiftance of ANaTomy. 

He has fome Arguments in his Preface to remove 
the Prejudices that may arife to fome Painters, Sta- 
tuaries, and other Artifts of the fame Tribe, againft 
the Study of AnaTomy, as that it is unneceflary, 
as it may load-the Mind with an intricate Study, 
and hazard its falling into a hard and dry Manner,’ 
when they can learn all they want by copying after 
the Life. 

He gives fome fhort Directions to young Painters, 
how they fhou’d draw after the Life, by making 
Ufe of Figures of Piaifter of Paris, till they have 
acquired a Freedom of handling, and a tolerable 
Knowledge of Light and Shadow, and that then 
they fhou’d apply themfelves to he Study of Ana- 
tomy, fo far as it relates to their Profeflion. 

He obferves, that ANaTomy is not ftudied by 
Painters and Statuaries fo much as it ought, be- 
caufe what is written upon the Subject, being in- 
tended for the Ufe of Phy/ficians, and Surgeons only, 
contains fo much more than what is abfolutely necef- 
fary for a Painter, that it requires by far too much 
Pains to collect what is needful to them ; and that, to 
remove this Difficulty, was the Intent of thisWork, 
which contains the External Mufcles of the Human 
Body in fo fhort and concife a Manner, that, by an 
attentive Application for a fhort Time, any Perfon 
may attain fuch a Knowledge of Anatomy, as 
will be of vaft Service to him in his Studies. 

—<¢-. He 
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He informs us that the two firft Figures of the 
Skeleton are taken from Ve/alius, the other from 
Cowper, the three firft Mu/cular Figures are like- 
wife from Ve/alius, and were drawn by Yitizn for 
the Ufe of Painters; the other Figures are taken, 
with a little Alteration, from Cowper, who fays 
their out-Lines are taken from the be/? Majfers, and 
the Mu/cles laid in trom the Life. 

I take Leave to obferve, in room of the Editor, 
that thefe Figures, with theExplanation, are of fin- 
cular Service co SURGEONS, the yeunger Sort efpe- 
cially ; as they ferve to give them a juft Idea of the 
Parts which lie immediately under the Skin, and of 
the whole Compages of the Bones. 

In one half Sheet the Bones of the Skeleton as dif- 
ferently reprefented in Plate I. U1. III, are explain’d. 
The other three Explanatory half-Sheets are each of 
them divided into three Columns. In the firft Co- 
Jumn is the Name, in the fecond, the Origine and 
Infertion, and in the third, the U/e and étion of 
each of the Mu/cles reprefented. So that at one 
View you have every Thing that you require with- 
out the Trouble of turning over Authors, a La- 
bour which renders the Study of Anatomy lefs 
pleafing and inciting. 

Allthe Mu/cles are, in his Figures, very diftinctly 
drawn, and mark’d with fmall numeral Figures, 
and he has taken particular Care that the fame nu- 
merical Marks are continued throughout all the 
Plates ; and wherever a Mujcle is refer’d to, and not 
explain’d, it may be found explained in the former 
or following Pages, which is fhewn by the Num- 
ber that is annex’d to it. 

There are indeed fome flight Omiffions in the 
Work, of which, I fhall give Mr. Tinney fome 
Hints 3° but as they confift chiefly in the Want of 
References, and will not. need any Alteration in the 
Plate, except the Addition of thofe References, the 
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Defect may eafily be fupplied before he prints off 
any more. And they who have got any of thofe al- 
ready printed off, may with the Pen make good 
the Deficiencies, when they have found them out. 

InPlate the fecond, the fagittal Suture is defcrib’d, 
but not mark’d with a Letter of Reference; in 
Plate the fifth and fixth, the Temporal Mujcle is 
defcrib’d, but not mark’d; nor is the Mu/culus 
Palmaris of the Hand (tho’ well delineated) 
mark’d in any of the Plates; neither isthe > 4- 
tollens Palpebrarum, vel Superbus, fo excellently 
exhibited to the View in Plate the feventh, free from 
this Omiffion, nor the Baccinator, in the fame Plate. 

Asthe Plates are u/feful fo they are alfo Orne- 
mental, if fram’d and hung up in Surgeons Offices : 
For their being printed off with Red Colour, gives 
them a Propriety which-mightily entertains the Ima- 
gination. 

I fhou’d advife all young Surgeons, to make this 
Ufe of them; for, inthis manner, prefenting them- 
felves always to their View, the Knowledge of the 
Bones, and Maujcles, will become very familiar to 
them, and they will often be sn/iruéted, when they 
only meant to be amujed. 

The Editor is a perfect Stranger to me, but I 
took the Liberty to advife him, in order to make 
the Work more compleat, toadd, by way of Sup- 
plement, four more Plates, which I have recom- 
mended it to him, to take from thofe of Ex/ftachius, 
viz. Tab, 21, which exhibits the Nervgs, which, 
paffing out of the External Mufcles of the Anterior 
Part of the whole Body, difplay themfelves imme- 
diately under the Skin; Tab. 23, which exhibits 
the fame on the pofferior Surface; Plate 25, which 
fhews the more remarkable Ar TERIESand VEINS, 
diftributed from the lower and middle Belly to the 
Throat; and Plate 24, which gives the ArTE- 


t+ This Mufcle is very badly defcribed in Euffach. Tab. 32. 
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Rigsand Verns of Note, which lie on the Back- 
part of the whole Body, after all the Mufcles are 
clear’d away. Thefe, with proper Explanations, 
wil], in my humble Opinion, make it a very com- 
pleat Work. 

I have now before me a Letter from Mr. Tinney, 
in which he fays, that the Work being intended 
principally for the Ufe of Painters, Statuaries, €¥c. 
fome of the Omiffions, I have mentioned, were 
purpofely made, that nothing, but what was neceflary 
for thofe Perfons, fhou’d come in their Way ; but 
as the Work has been kindly received by Surgeons, 
€§¢. he has confulted feveral of them on the Affair, 
who, as well as myfelf, are of Opinion that thecom- 
pleating the Work will be an acceptable Service to 
the Public, and that, as foon as he has had the mature 
Advice and Affiftance of proper Perfons, he will 
follow it to the utmoft of his Power ; but that he 
cannot yet fay exactly what Additions will be the 
moft approved. 


ZT am, Sir, 
Your moft Obedient 
Hamble Servant, 


Huntingdon, Tho. Dawkes, 
Tene 5th, 1743- Surgeon. 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 
Continuation of the Life of David, King of 
Ifrael. 


T is time that we compleat the Account we 

have undertaken to give of this Work; the 
firft and fecond Volumes of which we have al- 
ready confidered. And tho’ we have been informed 
of certain Critics who have been pleafed to cenfure 
fome Remarks that dropt from us on a few particu- 
Jar Paffages in the former Parts, that fhall not pre- 
vent our making fuch Refle€tions upon any Thing 
which is to follow, as either the Subject itfelf, or 
our Author’s manner of treating it, fhall minifter 
Occafion for. The Incidents related in this Vo- 
lume are as important as any in Davia’s Life; and 
the firft of them, the moft unfortunate to him of any 
that fell within the Courfe of it: This is the Affair 
of Bath/beba and Uriab, which our Author defcants 
on in the firft and fecond Chapters. 

in the clofe of the laft Book, as he fays, we left 
David in the height of Honour and Happinets ; 
his Country flourifhing, his Armies fuccefsful, and 
his Enemies at his Feet. But the heights of For- 
tune and Felicity are not, as he very juftly obferves, 
the fecureft and the fteadieft Stations: Termpefts 
and Temptations encompafs them, which fuffer 
nothing ferene and permanent, in this frail, unftable 
State. 

David had fent his Armies againft the Ammonites, 
under the Command of oab, while he himfelf 
continued at Ferufalem. One Evening, having 
taken his Afternoon’s Nap, as he was walking on 
the Roof of his Houfe, according to the Praétice 
in the Eaftern Climates, he happened to caft his 
Eye upon a moft beautiful Woman, who was at 

cea the 
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the fame Time bathing herfelf; but whether in her 
Garden, or Court-Yard, overlooked by the Palace, 
or in fome Apartment of her Houfe, whofe Win- 
dows opened that Way, is not determined ; Fo/e- 
phus fays it was in her own Houfe. Qur Author is 
of the fame Opinion: ‘** And it is certain, that 
«¢ the declining Rays of the Sun, fhooting into the 
¢¢ inmoft Recefles of her Chamber, at that Time 
«s of the Day, and throwing a great Luftre around 
«¢ her, might difcover her very clearly, to very 
<¢ diftant Eyes, without the leaf{t Sufpicion on her 
s¢ Part, of any poffibility of her being feen; and 
«© of Confequence, confiftently with al] the referve 
‘© of Modefty.’’ However, this only is undoubted ; 
that David, ftruck with her Perfon and Beauty, 
which, fuppofing it under the Conduct of the moft 
guarded Modefty, might yet, in the Action of 
Bathing, be to him a Sight new, extraordinary, and 
furprizing, (and fuch, perhaps, as few modeft Men 
have ever beheld but by Accident) fuffered himfelf 
to be too much tranfported with it, and fell at once 
under the Temptation. For, inquiring in the in- 
ftant, and learning who fhe was, he fent, and had 
her brought into his Apartment, where he had cri- 
minal Commerce with her; and foon after fuffered 
her to return to herHoufe. All this was a fudden, and, 

we may reafonably fuppofe, a fecret Tranfaction. 
Our Author will not take upon him to. account 
for this quick impetuous Paffion ; and much }efs will 
he prefume, either to excufe or infult it: ** oneThing 
«© only we know, that whatever in any Degree im- 
«¢ pairs the Power of Reafon, adds fo much to 
€¢ the Power of Paffion; and. poffibly that Numb- 
¢ nefs of. Reafon, that Stupidity, which never 
‘¢ fails to attend an Afternoon’s Sleep, upon a 
full Meal, might have been one Ingredient, or 
fome way or other an Addition to the Extrava- 
gance of this.’ Our Author does not offer this 
as 
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as an Excufe for David’s Crime ; but, at leaft, the 
human Reader, he thinks, will pardon him the 
Weaknefs of wifhing to alleviate it. 

What the State of David’s Mind was, when the 
Tumult of Pafion was laid, Bathfheba departed, 
and Reafon returned, he will not, he fays, take upon 
him to paint; however he has drawn it in very ftrong 
Colours. He tells us, the Condition of that,Man of 
God was now fo dreadful, that it was not eafy for 
him to bring himfelf to the Prefumption of even 
petitioning for Mercy! And this he takes to be the 
Reafon we find no Pfalm of his penning; on. this 
Occafion. Not that he continued a long Time (as 
fome have weakly imagined) in a State of Impeni- 
tence ; in which Cafe, the Intercourfe would have 
been continued, and the Guilt repeated, which there 
is not the leaft Reafon to fufpeét: Quite the con- 
trary, our candid Author is fatisfied, nothing fuc- 
ceeded this firft Act of Guilt, but fincere Repen- 
tance, the Rack of Confcience, anda religious Has 
bit of Abftinence from the Repetition of it. 

<¢ Holy and blefled Abftinence! Sure Teft of 
s¢ Virtue, and Proof of Penitence! Could any 
+s Merit in Mortals atone for Guilt, in the Sight of 
‘¢ God, I own, I fhould feek no other Satisfaction 
¢¢ for this, than the Sacrifice of fuch an Abftinence.* 
¢ But alas! Mortal Guilt is not fo expiated; nor its 
‘ dreadful Confequences to be evaded or efcaped !” 

After this Apottrophe our Author proceeds to 
reprefent the terrible Dilemma wherein David now 
found himfelf involved, the Methods whereby he 
endeavoured to extricate himfelf, the Difappoint- 
ment attending them, and the horrid Expedient he 


“ 


“ 


* That is, plainly, Abftinence from the Enjoymert of a 
beautiful Woman, when Fruition is in a Man’s Power, is a Sa- 
crifice of fuch Merit as might atone even for Adultery, if that 
could be at all expiated by any human Merit. This fhews our 
Author to be a fond Admirer of the tair Sex. 
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at length had Recourfeto, by the Murder of Uriah, 
Bathfheba’s Hufband. Thefe Particulars take up 
the Sequel of the firft Chapter ; excepting the laft 
Paragraph, wherein our learned Author, who has 
long been of Opinion, that the Greeks borrowed 
moft, if not all theirMythology from the facred Hi- 
ftory, propofes a probable Conjecture, that the 
Fable of Bellerophon is founded on the Scripture 
Story of Uriah. 

‘© Bellerophon, who, as fome Scholiafts think, 
“© fhould be read Boulephoron (a Counfel-Carrier) 
«© was a Stranger at the Court of Pretus, as 
‘© Uriah (being a Hittite) was at the Court of 
“© David. He declined the Embraces of Stbeno- 
‘s bea, as Uriah did the Bed of Bath/beba; and 
¢ was for that Reafon fent to Fodates, General of 
‘s Pretus’s Army, with Letters, which contained a 
« Direction to put him to Death: As Uriah was 
“ fent to Foab, David's General. And was fent by 
¢ Yobates, with a {ma]] Guard, upon an Attack, 
* in which it was intended he fhould be flain, as 
‘© Uriah was by Foab, to that in which he fell.” 
The main of the Hiftory, our fagacious Author 
notes, is the fame in both; and the Variations, fuch 
as might naturally be expedcted in fabulous Embel- 
lifhments. Hence it is, that the Mythologift, not 
being tied to Truth, thought himfelf bound, in 
point of poetic Juftice, to deliver the Virtue of Bel- 
lerophon from the Evil; intended him: And fo his 
Hiftory ends happily in this World; as, there is 
Ground to fuppofe, Uvi2zh’s does in the next. 

Cuap.II.Never wastherea more ftudied Panegyric 
than this whole Work is; every Chapter participates 
of that Character. Where David, the Hero, can’t 
be applauded, or fully juftified, his moft enormous 
Crimes are fo managed, as finally toexalt his Repu- 
tation. In this Chapter, we find him taking Barhfbe- 
ba to his Houfe, as foon asthe Days of her Moura- 
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ing for Uriah were over, and making her his Wife. 
Our Author owns, there was a manifeft Indecency 
in this, confidering how lately her Hufband had been 
flain; and the Lady’s Compliance looks as tho’ fhe 
had very little Regard for her former Spoufe. 

This Conduct will, however, he fays, bear this 
Excufe, that both Parties were anxious to hide the 
Infamy of their Commerce; and to effect that no 
Time was to be loft. <«* If Bathfheba mifcarried, 
‘¢ their Guilt was concealed; at leaft could not be 
‘¢ proved; and, if fhe came to her full Time, it 
«© was cafy to pretend fhe came before it; at Jeatt 
¢ fo far as to fcreen her from any criminal Procefs; 
whichcould not be done, had the Marriage been 
delayed. And in this Cafe Bath/beba may be 
pardoned the facrificing not only Decency, but 
even a real Efteem and Affection for her Huf- 
band, to the neceffary Care of her own Fame 
and Life: Prefumptions indeed lay againft them; 
and, in all Appearance, this whole Affair could 
now be no longer a real Secret. It paffed thro? 
too many Hands ; andit is but too probable, that 
David’s, Bathfoeba’s, and Foat’s Meflengers, 
were in Effect privy to it. And the Birth of a 
Child begotten in the Time of Uriah’s Abfence, 
the Notoriety of that Abfence, and his fubfequent 
Abftinence from Bath/beba’s Bed, ftrongly pub- 
lifhed both the Guilt and the Infamy, to the think- 
ing Part of the World, however it might be dif- 
guifed to others. David was too knowing, not to 
be fufficiently confcious of all this; and too ho- 
nourable and too con/cientious, not to feel the inhe- 
rent and fubfequent Stings of Guilt and Infamy 
deep at hisHeart. But what fhould he do? Could he 
«¢ publifh his own Shame? Could he proclaim his 
«¢ own Infamy ? Private Penitence was al] that was 
in his Power; and that could make no Repara- 
tion for the public Scandal which he had brought 

«* upon 


“ 


. 
€ 


n & 


“ 


i 


ta) 


‘ 


a“ 


o 


. 
« 
. 


oc W 


w 


* 


w 


o 


£ 


€ 


* 


no 


e 


“ 


“ 


‘ 


a“ 


c 


« 


c 


a 


7 


o“ 


¢c 


ow 


wv“ 


c 
t 


“ 


wv 





398 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 28. 


‘¢ upon the Religion and People of God, which yet 
‘© would be more public, if he himfelf proclaimed 
«< it: And, after all, poffibly the Secret was but in 
‘© few Hands.” 

In this Rack of Confcience, and Diftraction of 
Diftrefs, the Providence of God feafonably and 
mercifully interpofed, and fent Nathan the Prophet, 
to admonifh him of his Guilt, and to bring him to 
a public Confeffion of it. Our Author has related 
what paffed between Nathan and David on this 
Occafion for the moft Part in the very Words of 
Scripture; the Reflections he has afterwards made 
thereon, are in his own ufual Stile. 

No fooner had Nathaz, by that beautiful Parable 
which we have in the Narrative of this Tranfaétion, 
brought David toa public Confeffion of his having 
finned againft the Lord, but he comforts him with 
this chearing Declaration —— Zhe Lord hath alfo put 
away thy Sin, thou fhalt not die. 

Our Author remarks, there is fomething un- 
fpeakably gracious in this fudden Sentence of Pardon 
pronounced by the Prophet, inthe Inftant of Davia’s 
Confeffion of Guilt, and Humiliation before God, 
But he thinks we may fairly infer from it, that this 
Pardon was not purchafed by that inftantaneous Sub- 
miffion, tho? now declared, but in Truth at the 
Price of a long preceding Penitence. Nor is it other- 
wife to be accounted for, confiftently with God’s 
Perfections, or eftablifhed Methods of Reconciliation 
and Forgivenefs; which they fhould confider, who 
imagine David to have continued in a State of Im- 
penitence, from the Day of his firft Commerce with 
Bathfheba, till this Inftant. 

That he had in Fact forrowed for thefe Sins, con- 
feffed to Almighty God, and earneitly implored 
Forgivenefs, before the Pardon pronounced by Na- 
than, isevident to our Author from P/alms xxxii. 
and cxxx. But to proceed 
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David, now being fatisfied that his Sin was become 
public, and that God, tho’ he had remitted the 
Penalty of Death, would openly avenge it, by 
cutting off the Child begotten in Adultery, and 
plaguing him with domefticTroubles, found it high 
Time to do all that was in his Power by way of Re- 
paration, with Regard both of God and Man. Our 
Author doubts not but he rejoiced in the Occafion of 
taking public Shame to himfelf, for fuch com- 
plicated and aggravated Guilt, and making a 
public Confeffion of it before the whole World. 
———— —And to this Purpofe, he then compofed 
and publifhed the 51ft P/alm, directing it to the 
chief Mufician ; and without doubt commanding it 
to be publickly fung in the Tabernacle, in the Pre- 
fence of all his People, himfelf attending, and pro- 
{trate before the Throne of Mercy. 

It is furely, our Author fays, matter of uncom- 
mon Curiofity to contemplate David in thisCondition. 
Behold the greateft Monarch of the Earth, thus 
humbled for his Sins before God! conteffing. his 
Shame, with Contrition, and Confufion of Face, 
calling out for Mercy, and imploring Pardon, in 
the Prefence of his meaneft Subjects! Our Author 
goes on thus contemplating, and panegyrizing his 
Hero’s Repentance, to the end of the fecond Chapter, 
By the way, he laments the Carelefsnefs of our Com- 
mentators, who have never had the Goodnefs fuffi- 
ciently to confider two Circumftances of Diftrefs, 
which attended David’s Fall; tho’ they are, as he 

judges, the fevereft that human Nature can fuffer: 
The firft 1s, the Mifery he endured, on account of 
the Reproach brought upon the true Religion, and 
the truly Religious, by his Guilt: And the fecond, 
the Reproach and endlefs Infults brought upon him- 
felt, even by his public Repentance. Both thefe, 
it feems, are fully fet forth in the 69th P/alm ; part 
of which our Author has recited; clofing with 
fome 
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fome Refleétions thereupon, wherein we are excited 
to admire the Fortitude and Magnanimity which 
David manifefted throughout a Series of Years, or 
long Courfe of open Penitence, and adore the di- 
vine Goodnefs, ** which could fupport him thus, 
** under the quickeft Senfe of Shame and Infamy, 


o 


<* and deepeft Compunctions of Confcience; which 


could enable him to bear up fteadily againft 
Guilt, Infamy, and the evil World united, from 
*¢ a Principle of true Religion! And, in the end, 
«© even rejoice in his fad Eftate ; as he plainly per- 
< ceived, it muft finally tend to promcte the true 
“¢ Intereft of Virtue, and Glory of God; that is, 
© muft finally tend to promote that LIntereft, which 
“s was the great governing Principle, and main Pur- 
© poje of bis Life.” 

Cuap. Ill. One of the firft Things we meet 
with in this Chapter, isan Account of Narhzn. 
The Author of fo mafterly a Parable as that which 
we have of his in Scripture, by which David was 
fo affected and influenced, naturally awakens the 
Reader’s Curiofity, to learn fomething of fo extra- 
ordinary a Perfon. But before our Author fatisfies 
us on that Head, he endeavours to remove a Diffi- 
culty in Nathan’s Charge againft David, that none 
of the Commentators have cleared. Ic is this; it 
feems to be made a Part of that Prince’sAccufation, 
that he married Bath/heba——Thou haft killed Uriah 
AND HAST TAKEN HIS WIFE TO BE THY 
Wire. Now our Author fees no Guilt in this, 
other than that of multiplying Wives, which the 
Kings of J//rael were exprefly forbidden to do, Deut. 
xvii. 17.* in as much as no Law of God, or Na- 
ture, prohibit fuch a Marriage, any otherwife than 
as they prohibit Polygamy: Unlefs the Prophet 


a 


a 





* The pious David had a Multiplicity of Wives notwith- 
ftanding this Prohibition; but our Author has, in a former Part 
of this Work, found an Exculfe for him, as to this Particular. 
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means, that he murdered Uriah in order to make 
Bathfheba his Wife; which muft be owned to be a 
very crying Guilt. 

There is therefore, our Author adds, no room for 
any farther Cenfure upon this Part of David's Con- 
dué&t. He had injured an innocent and very valuable 
Woman; * and the only reparation in his Power, 
and Proof of his Efteem, was, to make her his 
Wife. But, alafs! This reparation to her, was 
none, either to Uriah or his Family, or to God ; or 
of the Reproach brought upon the true Religion, by 
this infamous Behaviour, in a Prince, who was the 
great Example, Teacher, and Guardian of it. 

Our Author charaéterifes Nathan as a modeft 
good-natured Man, of great Wifcom, Moderation, 
Piety, and Addrefs. 

And now he,comes to the firft Inftance of the 
fulfilment of the Predictions of divine Vengeance 
denounced by Nathan againft David, on the Score 
of his Guilt in this matter of Uriah; which was the 
cutting off, by a very early Death, the darling 
Offspring of his Trefpafs. It may appear a little 
odd, that David fhould exprefs fuch an exceeding 
Concern as he did for the Life of this Child; who, 
being newly born, could not poffibly have been en- 
deared to him, by any of thofe Blandifhments 
which fo ftrongly engage the parental Affections in 
elder Children; and who, as he was a dreadful 
Monument of Guilt, one would imagine, fhould be, 
to fo good a Man, more an Object of Deteftation 
than Defire; and muft, moreover, if he lived, bea 
perpetual brand of Infamy upon his Parents, Be- 
fides, the folliciting for its Life may look like a dif- 
refpectful counteracting the divine Purpofe ; which, 


* It is ftrange that we have not the leait Hint in Scripture of 
this ianocent and very valuable Woman’s making any Oppofition 
to David's debauching her, or teftifying any Refentment of the 
Injury thereby done her or her Husband: The facred Writings 
are as filent with regard to her future Repentance. 
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as. Nathan declared from God, was that of taking 
it fpeedily away. But this Behaviour of David's is 
to be accounted for, by confidering his Excefs of 
Paffion for Bathfheba, which ftrongly attached him 
to every Offspring of her’s, and made him forget 
every thing in this Infant, but that Motive of En- 
déarment. Moreover, there is fomething in human 
Nature, which prompts us to eftimate Things, not 
according to their real Worth, but according to the 
Expence, Trouble, or even Diftrefs they have coft 
us. And then, David had, upon his Humiliation, 
juft experienced one fignal Mercy from God; he 
could not tell how far the Continuance of thofe holy 
Offices-‘might prevail yet farther, upon a Being of 
infinite Benignity. It is true, the Denunciation of 
the Death of this little one was pofitive; but many 
fach Denunciations in Scripture, feemingly pofitive, 
are yet really conditional: Or, fuppofing it pofitive, 
like the Sentence of Death upon Adam, yet might 
it not be immediate; but refpited, as his was: At 
worft, he could neither err, nor offend in that Ex- 
treme. But all his Entreaties were fruitlefs in this 
Matter ; God was pleafed to execute his Threatning 
in this Inftance, as well as inthe others, which we 
fhall have Occafion to take Notice of hereafter. 
David’s Carriage when he was informed of the 
Child’s Death was likewife remarkable: Our Author 
has taken care to fet it in the moft beautiful Light. 
The Reply he made to his Attendants, who afked, 
why he fafted and wept for the Child, while it was 
alive, but behaved fo compofedly and even chear- 
fully after it was dead, he will venture to fay, is 
the nobleft Leffon upon all that is reafonable and re- 
ligious in Grief, that ever was penned, ‘This Chap- 
ter ends with the mention of the Birth of Solomon. 
Cuap. IV. This Chapter opens with fome Re- 
fiections on the Foolifhnefs of wicked Policy. Our 
Author fhews, that David’s Contrivance to rid him- 
felf 
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felf of Uriah, naturally tended to raiie the Courage 
of the Ammonites, and deprefs that of J/rael, and 
fo to protract the Siege, and endanger the Conqueit 
of Rabbah; the Enterprize in which Uriah was con- 
cerned under Foab, and in the Attack of which he 
was deftroyed ; as our Author has related the Affair 
in the firft Chapter of this Volume. 

Foab having however at length taken the Jower 
City, called the Royal City or City of Waters, and 
having reafon to fuppofe, the upper City, altho’ 
probably much ftronger, from the Advantage of its 
Situation, could not hold out long, when its fupply 
of Water was wholy cut off; he immediately in- 
formed the King of it, exhorting him to come and 
finifh the Siege in Perion, /e/f I take the City, faith 
he, and it be calicd after my Name. The Gallantry 
and Magnificence of this Propofal, have raifed our 
Author, as he declares, to Raptures of Admiration. 
David complied with his General’s Advice, went to 
the Army with a Reinforcement of Troops, and im- 
mediately carried the Place. 

I pafs over feveral Particulars that our Author has 
finely imagined relating to this Conqueft, without fo 
much as naming them, that! may have room for 
what he has offered, to excufe David from an Im- 
putation, with which he has been feverely charged, of 
treating the Inhabitants of Aabbab, when he had 
taken that City, with a moft wicked Cruelty: For 
the Text gives us to underftand, that fome of them 
he fawed afunder, tearing others to Pieces by Har- 
rows of Iron, and burning others in Brick-Kilns. 

Commentators have varied greatly in their Inter- 
pretations of this Text: Some endeavouring to clear 
David's Character of the Barbarity feemingly charge- 
able upon him in this Account; others allowing the 
Fact, but poorly vindicating his Conduct in that 
Point; and others charging it upon the Hardnefs of 
his Heart, in that State of Impenitence wherein 
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they imagine him to have continued, from his cri- 
minal Commerce with Bath/heba. 

Before he judges definitively of thefe Opinions, 
our Author premifes, that it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that, when Foab took the Royal City, or City 
of Waters, it was furrendered to him by the bulk of 
the People, who fubmitted, and were received into 
Mercy, inafmuch as we find not the leaft mention 
of any one Creature’s being either chaftifed or put to 
Death on that Occafion: From this Silence of the 
facred Writers, he thinks we may naturally infer, 
that the King, who was taken in the upper City, re- 
tired thither upon the Surrender of the lower City, 
with the Accomplices and Inftruments of his Ty- 
ranny, and that they only fuffered the Chaftife- 
ments due to their Guilt, from the Hand of David. 

In examining the Opinions of Commentators upon 
this Point, our Author firft difallows their’s, who 
judge David's fuppofed Cruelty to the Ammonites, 
was the Confequence of his continuing to that time 
in a State of Impenitence. And altho’ the other 
Opinion, that he inflicted no capital Punifhment 
upon them, is, he thinks, juftifiable from theText ; * 
yet that he did chaftife them with the fevereft kinds 
of Death, generally underftood by the Text, he 
takes to be the true Opinion; as all Fewi/fh Writers 
have fo underftood it, and as that Condué& in Da- 
vid was moft agreeable to God’s Command of ex- 
tirpating all the Males of every City that refifted, 
and of retaliating, upon every Offender, the Evils 
he was guilty of. 

‘¢ That the Punifhments now inflicted upon Aya- 
<¢ mon, were Ifraelite Punifhments, is not pre- 
‘© tended; that they were Punifhments known in 


* The Expreffion in 1 Chron. xx. 3. is, in our Tranflation, Ard be cut 
them with Saws. Now the Word them is not in the Original ; and the Ex- 
preffion might be as properly tranflated, And they (i.e. the People whom 
David brought out of the City) cut with Saws, &c. —In 2 Sam, xxii. 326 
The Text is, and put them under Saws, &c, whica may mean fubjecting 


them to hard Labour with that Inftrumen:. 
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fome other Countries of the Eaft, (in Perfia; 
and in Damafcas) is undoubted ; that the Ammo- 
nites were monftroufly cruel, cannot be denied, 
The J/raelites, it is confefled, received all Peo- 
ple to Mercy, that fubmitted to them. The 
Ammonites refufed the Submiffion of the People 
of Fabefo Gilead (who offered to become their 
Servants) upon any lefs cruel Condition than that 
of shrujfting out every oue of their right Eyes. If 
thefe were the gentleft Terms on which they 
would receive Z/raelites into Protection, what 
Treatment might they expect, 1f the Ammonites 
had obtained an unconditional Domimon over 
them ? In fhort, this one (to fay nothing of their 
brutal Behaviour to David’s Ambafladors) is in 
the Place of ten Thoufand Proofs, to demon- 
ftrate that People very Monfters of Cruelty ; 
what then can we fo naturally infer from this 
Conduét of David’s towards them, as that he 
now retaliated upon them, every Inftance of 
their own Cruelty? Nor can we have the leaft 
Doubt of this, when we confider, that this was 
the eftablifhed Practice of the People of Gop, 
towards all thofe of their Enemies whom they 
conquered. Let me mention two Inftances: 
When Samuel hewed Agag to pieces before the 
Lord (facrificed him to Juftice) his reafon was, 
that he retorted his own Murders upon him: 4s 
thy Sword hati made Women Childle/s, fo fbalt 
thy Mother be Cuildle{s among Women. When 
Fudah and Simeon cut off Adonibezek’s Thumbs — 
and Great-Toes, he himfelf acknowledged the 
divine Juftice, in that righteous Retributicn of 
his own Cruelty upon himfelf, crying our, 
(Judges i. 7.) Threefcove and ten Kings, baving 
they Thumbs and Great-Toes cut off, gathered 
their Meat under my Table. As I bave done, fa 


“* God bath requited me. 
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Some fhort-fighted People have reproached the 


ews as the cruelleft of all Conquerors 3 little con- 
fidering that they were raifed, by God, on purpofe 
to be a Scourge upon every Vice and Villany all 
around them. And perhaps a more effectual Me- 
thod could not be found, to fupprefs the Enormi- 
ties of a Nation, fo utterly abandoned as the Canaa- 
nites then were, thanto raife up another againft 
them, among whom it fhould be a fixed Point of 
Duty to God, to chaftife, in every Man that came 
into their Power, every Enormity which they them- 
felves had committed ; and to retort, in a particu. 
lar manner, their Cruelties. 

This was undoubtedly the Cafe of the J/raelites, 
in the midft of the abandoned World about them ; 
and itis alfo certain, from P/alm xxi. unqueftion- 
ably written on this Occafion, that this was the very 
reafon of David’s Condué in the Inftance before us, 

And now, what was David’s Cruelty? It was 
evidently this: He inflicted thofe Evils upon the 
<< Ammonites, which they were wont to inflict upon 
“¢ others ; and which they, at this very time, in- 
*¢ tended to have inflicted upon J/rael. He exe- 
«© cuted that moft equitable Law of God upon 
<¢ them: And itiscertain, that this alone were a 
«< fufficient Juftification of his Conduct, that be 
“© made them fuffer the Evil they meant to do.*® 
“ 4 Law, which it were the moft valuable Inte- 
“s veft of Mankind, to have equitably executed 
“S in every Society under Heaven! and would at once 
<< prevent more Eivil, and punifb it in a more rati- 
© onal and juftifiable manner, than all the penal 
“< Laws that ever were devifed.” A noble 
Truth, which would not be too dearly wrote in 
Letters of Gold! 


“A 





* Deut. xix. 19. The Law is here limited to the evil Intentions of falfe 
Witnefles ; but the Equity of it extends, 28 our Author notes, to al] evil In- 
tentions whatioever: Life mujt go for Life, Eye for Eye, &cy 
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OurAuthor proceeds to confirm thisReafoning yet 
further ; and fhews, that, inftead of regarding Da- 
vid as a Tyrant, exercifing his Cruelty in his Con- 
quefts, on the fcore of his Behaviour to thefe 4m- 
monites, he fhould be confidered as the Man after 
God’s own Heart, inflicting the righteous Venge- 
ance of Heaven on a mifcreant Race; — employed 
in an Office, the moft abhorrent from his Nature, when 
viewed inthe Lightof Affliction to others ; and pleaf- 
ing only, in the Light of executing the righteous Sen- 
tence of God upon Guilt. But to return to the 
Hiftory, : 

The Death of David's firft born, by Bathfbeba, 
was one Inftance of the fulfillment of the Threatning, 
that Nathan had denounced on him from God, for 
the Caufe of Uriah: The Child alfo thatis born unto 
thee fall furely die. Butthis was the beginning only of 
thofe Sorrows which were tofpring up to him from 
domeftic Caufes: The fifth and nine following 
Chapters of this Volume contain little elfe befides a 
Detail of thofe A fflictions, from the Vices of his own 
Offspring, the Luft of 4muon, and the Ambition 
of Abfalom, which were a fevere Completion of 
another Branch of the Prophet’s Prediction, J qwill 
raife up Evil againft thee out of thine own Houfe. 
Our Author has related this Part of David’s Story 
ina manner truly affecting, he has painted his Di- 
ftreffes to the Life, and has ftil] managed them fo as 
to enhance the Luftre of his Charaéter. I will take 
notice of the moft remarkable Incidents, 

Cuap. V. Inthe fifth Chapter we have an Ac- 
count of the Ravifhment and inhuman Treatment 
of Jamar by her Brother muon; of his being fain 
by 4b/alom in revenge of that abominable Fa& ; and 
of 4b/alom’s Flight thereupon to Gefbur. 

When Amnon had perpetrated that fhocking Vil- 
lany, which is fo pathetically fet forth in this Chap- 
ter, our Author remarks, that we learn from the 
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facred Text how David refented it, be was very 
wroth ; but how he punifhed it, we know not. He 
then goes on, ** The Truth is, it was to no Pur- 
‘¢ pote for him to punifh it legally, and hardly pof- 
«© fible to punifh it equitably, inafmuch as that 
«© could nor be done, without at once expofing the 
«© Infamy of his Houie, and cutting off the next 
«s Heir of hisCrown. And how hard was it fora 
«¢ Father to do this ? efpecially a Father who was 
“¢ partly acceflary to the Guilt, by a very unguarded 
«¢ Compliance with his Son’s irrational Requeft of 
¢¢ permitting his Sifter to attend him. The legal 
‘s Punifhment of a Rape, upon a Virgin unbe- 
«¢ trothed, wasa Fine of fifty Shekles of Silver, to 
¢* be paid tothe Father of the Damfel, and an Ob- 
<¢ Jigation upon the Ravifher to take her to Wife, 
«© without a Power of Divorce, Deut. xxi. 28, 29. 
“© The firft of thefe Penalties was infignificant in 
“< the Cafe before us, and the fecond impraéticable; 
“ becaufe the Marriage mutft be inceftuous, 
‘© This Cafe is alfo attended with another Diffi- 
“ culty: The Rape was committed in a City, and 
‘© the Damfel did not cry out; and in that Cafe, 
“© our Author apprehends, the Law of Deut. xxi. 
‘© 23, 24. muft be executed upon her. It is true, 
“© fhe was not a Damfel betrothed, and therefore the 
«¢ Letter of that Law does not extend to her Cafe ; 
« but the Equity of it does, becaufe the Crime 
“* committed, and Zamar’s Offence againft that 
‘© Law, was equally great, and muons Injury 
“* equally irreparable: Confequently, had he been 
‘«¢ fentenced to Death, as he certainly muft have 
“© been by the Law of Levit. xx. 17. fhe mutt 
‘s have fuffered with him; and therefore David 
could not punifh him, as he ought, without in- 
‘¢ volving her in his Fate; and it is a Rule of 
‘+ Equity, rather to let the Guilty efcape, than de- 
** ftroy the Innocent and the Injured, 
| But 
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But it may be afked, what becomes of the Powe 
of the Sanbedrim in this Cafe? If that Court wa$ 
now in being, and David could protect Amnon 
trom it, could he not as well have proteéted both 
himfelf and Bath/beba ? Confequently, how did he 
lie under any Neceffity of deftroying Usiah, to 
fcreen either himfelf or Bath/beba from an infamous 
Punifhment? 

Our Author anfwers, ‘* That fuppofing that 

¢¢ Court in being, and that Amnon could be punifhed 
<< by itas he deferved, and Zamar at the fame time 
‘¢ acquitted, (which could not be, unlefs they could 
take upon them to difpenfe with a Law of God) 
yet, what Court takes cognifance of Caufes not 
brought before it? And how could this Caufe 
come before it, when all the Perfons interefted in 
the Profecution of it, were at leaft equally inte- 
refted to conceal it? which was by no means the 
Cafe in the Affair of Bath/oeba; whofe Hufband 
was a very confiderable Man, greatly provoked, 
and greatly allied, and therefore the two Cafes 
are very different: Great and infuperable Diffi- 
culties obftructed the Courfe of Juftice, in 4m- 
non’s Affair.” 
However, that Guilt, which either human Ju- 
ftice, or human Infirmity, could not chaftife as it 
deferved, the divine Vengeance did. How this was 
brought about by the Hand of b/alom, our Au- 
thor has related in the latter Part of this fifth 
Chapter. } 

And now, as he after notes, in the Affaffination of 
Amnon by his Brothet 4/alom, both Sons of Da- 
vid, there began another and more dreadful Pro- 
phecy of Nathan’s to be fulfilled upon David, be- 
fore his own Eyes: The Sword was now firft 
brought in upon his Houfe, attended with this 
dreadful Affurance, of mever departing from it. 
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Cuap. VI. Inthis Chapter our Author has given 
an entertaining Account of Goab’s Device to get 
Abfaiom recalled from that exile in which he had 
continued three Years, from the time of his perpe- 
trating the afore-mentioned Murther of 4mnon. He 
has given us aRelation alfo, of what followed upon this 
Prince’s return to Ferufalem, to his Admiffion into 
his Father’s Prefence, which was not till two Years 
after his recall from Banifhment. 

Cuap. VII. This Chapter is who!ly taken up by 
a Digreffion, fhewing, ona Suppofition of David's 
having fallen fick about this time, that his Diftem- 
per was, probably, the SMaLt- Pox. 

That David had a Fit of Sicknets, foon after he had 
admitted 4b/alom to the above-faid Interview, 
and a little before this young Reprobate’s breaking: 
out into a Rebellion againft him, our Author infers 
from many Paffages in his ?/alms, particularly, Pfalms 
XXXVI, Xxxix. xl. and xl. and chat this Malady 
was that which we now call the Smail/-Pox, is (as 
he conceives) very probable from the fame P/falms. 

Pfalm xxxvii. 3. There is no foundne/s in my 
Flefh, 8c. 5th. My Wounds fink and ave corrupt. 
7. My Loins are filled with a fore Difeaje. (He 

was afflicted with violent Pains in his Back, or per- 
haps the Weight of the Diftemper fell upon thofe 
Parts): and there is no Soundne/s in my Flefo. 8. 
1 am feeble and fore broken. 10. As for the Light 
of mine Eyes, it is alfo gone from me. 11. My Lo- 
vers and Friends fiand aloof from my Sore, and my 
Kinfmen fiand afar off. 

Pfaim xxxix. 11. When thou with Rebukes doft 
correct Man for Iniquity, thou makeft bis Beauty to 
confume away like a Moth tretting a Garment, 

Now, our Author app rehends that there is no 
other Diftemper, in which all] thefe Charaéters, uni- 
verfal Sorenefs, and unfoundnefs of the Fiefh, Cor- 
ruption, Stench, temporary Blindnefs, (for fuch 
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Davia’s was) and lofs of Beauty, are at once united, 
except the Smail-Pox: Particularly that lofs of 
Beauty which is caufed by reducing the Skin into the 
Condition of a Garment fretted by Moths. And 
furely, never was Diftemper characterized by a 
clearer or more beautiful Allufion and Image, than 
this. 

This will alfo be confirmed, by confidering that 
this was Yob’s Diftemper ; and that David found 
himfelf in the fame Condition with od. 

That this was %od’s Diftemper is clear, from 
that fingle Character of it; that be was {mittes 
with Boils, from the fole of bis Foot unto bis Crowns 
as alfo from anotherPaflage, Fobxix. 20. Jam efcaped 
qwith the Skin of my Te:th. Wis Difeafe had ftrip- 
ped off all the reft of his Skin, even that on the infide 
of his Mouth; which fufficiently confirms it to have 
been the Small- Pox. 

In this Diftemper ob complains, that God had 
made him to be forfaken of his Companions and 
Friends ; that he compafied him with his Archers, 
tore his Reins, and blinded his Eyes. My Friends 
[corn me, his Archers compafs me round about. 
He cleaveth my Reins afunder. My Reins be 
confumed within me; be breaketh me with Breach 
upon Breach 3 on my Eye-lids is the Shadow of 
Death. | 

Now the Reader will find every one of thefe 
Complaints, from the Pen of David, m the Paf- 
fages we have quoted ; and therefore it is clear, that 
his Difeafe was the fame with ¥od’s; that is, that it 
* was (probably) the Smail-Pox; confequently, not 
that Diftemper which the libertine World woul 
infinuate. / 

The fame Thing appears alfo, from fome of 
thofe Pfalms which David wrote upon his Reco- ° 
very : As our Author fhews, by defcanting on feve- 
ral Expreffions therein, Thus, to give an Example 
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or two as briefly asI can, David fays, his Youth was 
venewed like the Eagle’s. ‘* Now it is generally 


a 


A 


&¢ 


underftood of the Eagle, that when his Feathers 
molt, and fall off gradually, and new ones fuc- 
ceed, his Youth is renewed with his Plumage: 
Which carries no unapt or unnatural Allufion to 
a Man whofe old Skin, rough and fcaled. with 
the Small-Pox, falls off piece-meal,- and is fuc- 
ceeded by another, fmooth and youthful.—— When 
the Eagle grows old, and that crooked incru- 
{tated Subftance of his Bill encreafes to fuch a 
Degree that he cannot eat, he ftrikes his Bill 
againft a Rock, till he beats off his Excefs of 
Beak, and is again in a Condition to take Food ; 
by which his Strength is renewed, and with that, 
apparently, his Youth. Now, it is no uncom- 
mon Cafe, in the Small- Pox, for Mento have their 
Mouths fo incrufted with it, that they are utterly 
incapable of taking any Food, or any Suftenance, 
but from Liquids, andthat with great Difficulty ; 
but, when that Incruftation falls off, they are then 
in a Condition to take proper Nourifhment ; 
by which their Strength is reftored: And if that 
was Davin’s Cafe, then is the Beauty and Pro- 
priety of the Allufion, in the Text, fufficiently 
evident ; for then might he truly fay of his 
God, Wi fatisfied thy Mouth with good Things, 
fo that thy Youth is renewed like tke ,Eagle’s.” 
Again, Pfalmcxlvith, ver. 8. The Lord openeth 


the Eyes of the Blind; the Lord raifeth them that 
are bowed down. ‘* The Reader will pleafe to ob- 


ae 
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ferve, that the Expreffion of opening the Eyes of 
the Blind, very naturally points out the Condi- 
tion of a Man recovered from the Small-Pox ; 
whole Blindnefs arofe, like Fod’s, not from any 
Defec& or Diftemper in his Eyes, but from their 
being fhut up, by the clofing of his Eye-lids.” 


This 
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The fame thing is yet farther confirmed, from 
the Accounts which David himfelf hath left us, of 
the Confpiracy formed againft him in his Sicknefs, 
in the 28th and gift Pfalms. Now, our Author 
will venture to fay, ‘* that there is no Sicknefs inci- 
‘¢ dent to Man, in which a Confpiracy could be 
<¢ more naturally encouraged, and yet at the fame 
<‘ time fo effectually difcovered to the Perfon con- 
“ cerned, as the Smail-Pox, of the confluent kind, 
¢ in which the Patient is often obferved to lie, for 
‘¢ fome Days, feemingly fpeechlefs, and utterly in- 
¢ fenfible, and yet in reality is fometimes fenfible 
‘ and intelligent. ”’ 

This fage Obfervation is founded ona Story our 
Author has often heard a Man of known Veracity 
affirm, viz. that he very well remembers himfelf 
in that very Condition, in which he frequently heard 
himfelf pronounced fpeechlefs, infenfible, and paft 
all Hopes of Recovery ; while at the fame time he 
was fo fenfible, as to have a thorough Contempt of 
the Ignorance and Stupidity of all who pronounced 
him in that State. 

Now David fays of himfelf, in his Diftemper, all 
that we read, P/alm xii. ver. 5, 6, 7, 8. Where 
we fee, ‘* they whifpered, and pronounced the Sen- 
«s tence of Death upon him; imagining that he 
<< neither obferved nor heard them ; tho’ in reality 
‘¢ he did both. ” 

But the fame thing is yet more clearly and incon- 
teftably fee forth, in P/alm xxxviil. ver. 12, 13, 


o 


“~ 


“ 


14. 

From all thefe Symptoms and Circumftances that 
have been recounted, all which, our Author fays, 
unite and combine in the Smaili-Pox, and in no 
other Diftemper that we know of, he thinks we may 
fairly conclude, that this was the evil Diftemper 
| under 
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or two as briefly asI can, David fays, his Youth was 
venewed like the Eagle’s. ‘** Now it is generally 
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underftood of the Zag/e, that when his Feathers 
molt, and fall off gradually, and new ones fuc- 
ceed, his Youth is renewed with his Plumage: 
Which carries no unapt or unnatural Allufion to 
a Man whofe old Skin, rough and fcaled, with 
the Smail-Pox, falls off piece-meal,- and is fuc- 
ceeded by another, {mooth and youthful.—— When 
the Eagle grows old, and that crooked incru- 
{tated Subftance of his Bill encreafes to fuch a 
Degree that he cannot eat, he ftrikes his Bill 
againft a Rock, till he beats off his Excefs of 
Beak, and is again in a Condition to take Food ; 
by which his Strength is renewed, and with that, 
apparently, his Youth. Now, it is no uncom- 
mon Cafe, in the Small- Pox, for Mento have their 
Mouths fo incrufted with it, that they are utterly 
incapable of taking any Food, or any Suftenance, 
but from Liquids, and that with great Difficulty ; 
but, when that Incruftation falls off, they are then 
in a Condition to take proper Nourifhment ; 
by which their Strength is reftored: And if that 
was Davia’s Cafe, then is the Beauty and Pro- 
priety of the Allufion, in the Text, fufficiently 
evident; for then might he truly fay of his 
God, Who fatisfied thy Mouth with good Things, 
fo that thy Youth is renewed like tke ,Eagle’s.” 
Again, P/almcxlvith, ver. 8. The Lord openeth 


the Eyes of the Blind; the Lord raifeth them that 
are bowed down. ‘ The Reader will pleafe to ob- 
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ferve, that the Expreffion of opening the Eyes of 
the Blind, very naturally points out the Condi- 
tion of a Man recovered from the Small-Pox ; 
whole Blindnefs arofe, like Fob’s, not from any 
Defe& or Diftemper in his Eyes, but from their 
being fhut up, by the clofing of his Eye-lids.” 


This 
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The fame thing is yet farther confirmed, from 
the Accounts which David himfelf hath left us, of 
the Confpiracy formed againft him in his Sicknefs, 
in the 38th and 41ft Pfalms. Now, our Author 
will venture to fay, “* that there is no Sicknefs inci- 
‘© dentto Man, in which a Confpiracy could be 
‘¢ more naturally encouraged, and yet at the fame 
‘time fo effectually difcovered to the Perfon con- 
“ cerned, as the Smaill-Pox, of the confluent kind, 
‘© in which the Patient is often obferved to lie, for 
‘¢ fome Days, feemingly {peechlefs, and utterly in- 
¢ fenfible, and yet in reality is fometimes fenfible 
«¢ and intelligent. ”’ 

This fage Obfervation is founded ona Story our 
Author has often heard a Man of known Veracity 
affirm, viz. that he very well remembers himfelf 
in that very Condition, in which he frequently heard 
himfelf pronounced fpeechlefs, infenfible, and patft 
all Hopes of Recovery ; while at the fame time he 
was fo fenfible, as to have a thorough Contempt of 
the Ignorance and Stupidity of all who pronounced 
him in that State. 

Now David fays of himfelf, in his Diftemper, all 
that we read, P/alm xii. ver. 5, 6, 7, 8. Where 
we fee, ** they whifpered, and pronounced the Sen- 
«s tence of Death upon him; imagining that he 
<< neither obferved nor heard them ; tho’ in reality 
‘¢ he did both. ” 

But the fame thing is yet more clearly and incon- 
teftably fet forth, in P/alm xxxviil. ver. 12, 13, 


o 


ay 


14. 

From all thefe Symptoms and Circumftances that 
have been recounted, all which, our Author fays, 
unite and combine in the Smail-Pox, and in no 
other Diftemper that we know of, he thinks we may 
fairly conclude, that this was the evil Diftemper 
| under 
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under which David \aboured, when a dangerous 
domeftic Confederacy was formed againft him. 

This Opinion of our Author’s is not fo evident, 
but that it will admit of Objections. Some of thefe 
he has taken notice of and obviated in two or three 
Notes. But, moreover, when he had compiled this 
Differtation, he thought proper to fubmit it to the 
Perufal of a very judiciousPhyfician ; to be informed, 
whether any Objection lay againft this Account of 
Feb’s and David’s Diftemper, befides thofe menti- 
oned in the faidNotes, That Gentleman’s Anfwer was, 
¢¢ He apprehended, if '70’s Diftemper was not alto- 
«¢ gether fupernatural, it might be the Elephantia/is 5” 
and referred, for farther Information, to /reteus’s 
Account of that Diftemper ; which, accordingly, our 
Author confidered very carefully ; and found, ‘ there 
‘© are many Symptoms in which thefe Difeafes agree, 
‘© and yetthat they are upon the whole very different: ? 
The diftinét Symptoms of each he fpecifies in the 
Jatter Part of this Chapter, and continues in the Per- 
fuafion of the Truth of his own Aypothe/is : Declaring, 
however, that he is far from obtruding it asaTruth ; 
for, after all, poffibly all David’s Pfalms upon this 
Head, may be no more than figurative Defcriptions 
of the State of his Mind, fick with Sin. 

In the eighth and following Chapters, to the 
thirteenth, our Author relates the Hiftory of /a- 
Jom’s Confpiracy and Rebellion againft his Father. 
This Narrative is as florid as the Subje&t can admit, 
and all the Paffages of the Pfalms which he thinks 
have any Reference to this Affair are quoted and ap- 
plied. I intend not any Abftract of this Story, but to 
take notice only of a few Particulars in it.— To begin, 

As David was on his Flight from Feru/alem, 
(whence he thought proper to retire, for fear of being 
jurprized or befieged there by b/alom) Ziba, the 
Steward of Mepbibofbeth, came up with him, bring- 
ine two Affes faddled, and heavy laden with Bread, 

Fruits, 
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Fruits, and Wine. The King afked Ziba what 
he meant by thefe Things? probably, imagining 
that they were a Prefent from Mepbibofbeth. For 
when Ziba anfwered, that the Affes were for the 
Service of his Houfhold, and the Wine and Fruits 
for the Refrefhment of fuch of them as might be 
weary and faint in the Wildernefs ; the King im- 
mediately replied, and where is thy Mafter’s Son? 
To which that artful Villain inftantly anfwered, 
That he ftaid in the City, in hopes that this Com- 
motion might calm after fome time, and end ina 
Revolution favourable to him. David too rafhly 
credulous, although of an unfufpected Servant, 
againft the Son of a tried Friend, and too haftily 
refenting his imagined Ingratitude, immediately 
concluded Mephibofbeth a Traitor, who had for- 
feited his whole Fortune, and accordingly beftowed 
the Forfeiture upon his Informer-——TZ4ine, fays he 
to Ziba, are all that pertained to Mephibofbeth. 
Here our Author, following the courfe of Scrip- 
ture, breaks off the Story of this traiterous Ser- 
vant and his much injured Lord, to enter upon that 
of Shimei’s audacious Treatment of David in this Sea- 
fon of his Diftrefs ; without remarking, that it was 


- . hardly worfe than he deferved, for the hafty Injury 





he had juft done to an innocent Man, againft whom, 
nothing but the cleareft Proof of Guilt fhould have 
incenfed him. But we fhall by and by refume the 
Narrative, and fhall then fee how able our Author 
is to. glofs over his Hero’s Character, where it 
cannot be cleared of all Blemith. 

Inthe Matter of Stsmei I will confider only one 
Particular. 4bifbai, David's Nephew, could noe 
bear his curfing of David, tho’ the King himfelf 
took it patiently, but requefted his leave to take off 
the Head of that infolent Traitor. This, David 
abfolutely refufed, and added a Rebuke to his Re- 
fulal—-Vhat have I to do with you, ye Sons of 
vee Zeruiah? 
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Zeruiah? So let him curfe, becaufe the Lord hath 
faid unto him, carfe David. Who then foail fay, 
wherefore haft thou done fo? Were we have, fays 
our Author, in three Words, a clear Comment 
upon all the Curfes throughout David’s Pfaims : 
‘© They are all prophetic Denunciations of divine 
“¢ Vengeance. David curfed, becaufe God com- 
‘¢ manded him: And how could he tell but Shimei 
‘¢ had the fame Commiffion to curfe him; al- 
‘© though, perhaps, in his Rage he exceeded it ? ” 
This is our Author’s Opinion ; but it will be far 
from fatisfying every Body concerning this Matter, 
There are many of Davia’s Curfes, that are in a 
Stile which would not be fufpeéted for prophetic 
Threatnings, nor can I think it any way becoming: 
a juft Senfe of the Majefty of the divine Being, to 
intereft him thus immediately in Things of this 
Nature. In one of the P/ai/ms God is reprefented 
upbraiding certain Perfons with thinking him to be 
altogether fuch a one as themfelves. This is the 
Foible, to call it no worfe, of Bigots of all Parties, 
they will have God to have the fame Sentiments of, 
the fame Difpofitions towards Men, Principles, 
and Faéts, asthey themfelves have. If any of thefe 
be their Favourites, to be fure they are God’s alfo; 
or, on the other Hand, if they hate thefe, tobe fure 
fo does God likewife. When one of this fort of Peo- 
ple (and truly this fort of People is almoft all Peo- 
ple) comes to look upon David as a Man regarded 
of God, andto have any Communications with the 
Deity, the Deity muft prefently be degraded from 
the Creator and Lord of the Univerfe, into the 
Character of his particular Friend ;~ as tho’ he had 
more Concern for, and more to do with him, than 
with the whole Species befides; his Meditations, 
Devotional Compofitions, and Obfervations, muft 
be infpired, muft be revered as the Words of God ; 
and even his very Curfes muft be the Voice of the Al- 

mighty. 
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mighty. If thefe Folks hate a Set of Tenets, they 
muft be alfo God’sAverfion ; on the contrary, fuch 
as they like can never fail of the divine Approba- 
tion. 

The fenfible Reader can fuggeft enough to him- 
felf upon this Head ; and I need not fay any more 
of it. But one other Hint I would be permitted to ° 
offer, which is, That the above-cited Rebuke of Da- 
via’s, which, our Author fays, is a clear Comment 
onallhis Curfes, may better ferve as a Comment on 
many other Scripture Paflages of a very different 
Nature, where this fame Phrafe the Lord {aid unte 
is made ufe of. AsI prefume no one will fuppofe it 
in this Place to fignify any thing more than God’s 
inclining Shimei to thisActionof curfing David ; fo, 
in many other Places of Scripture, where this fame 
Phrate occurs, it may not unreafonably be concluded 
to bear the like Signification ; and to mean only, 
that fuch or fuch a Man found himfelf ftrongly in- 
clined to this or the other Action. And when fuch 
Things were done, thev were thought by the Actors 
to be done by the Command of God; and accord- 
ingly the facred Hiftorians expreffed themfelves in 
relation to fuch Actions: The Lord faid unto - 
brabam, or Fofeph, or David, do fo and fo; that 
is, God put it into the Hearts of thofe Men to de 
fo and fo; in the fame manner as Satan prompted 
David to number the People: That Aét was a 
wicked Act, and therefore the Suggeftion thereto 
was fuppofed to come from the Devil; as, on the 
contrary, the Incentives to a good Aétion were at- 
tributed to God, and confidered as his Voice. 

I now return to the Story of Mephibofbeth, which 
our Author refumes in the fourteenth Chapter of 
this Volume. Here it follows in his own Words, 

When David returned to Ferufalem, after the 
Defeat of Abfalom, being brought thither in Tri- 
umph by the Tribe of Judah, poor Mdephibofhesb 


came 
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came to meet him, with all the Enfigns of forlorn 
Diftrefs, both in his Garb and Perfon ; for he had 
utterly neglected both, from the Day the King was 
driven from his Capital. Far from acting the Part 
of a Plotter againft his Sovereign, his Concern for 
him was manifefted by all the Marks of a fincere, 
undifilembled Affliction ; eftranged not only from 
Joy, but even from Indulgence in the common 
Conveniencies of Life: His Beard was untrimmed, 
his Cloaths unwafhed, and his poor infirm Feet un- 
dreffed that whole Time. David called to him, 
and afked him, why he had not attended him at his 
departure from Ferufalem ? To which that upright, 
open-hearted Son of Fonathan aniwered ; My Lord, 
O King, my Servant deceived me; for thy Servant 
faid, Iwill faddle me an A/s, that I may ride 
thereon, and go to the King, becaufe thy Servant is 
lame —— Here his Grief (or rather, a righteous In- 
dignation to find himfelf traduced and fuipected) 
choaked his Words, and broke the Chain of his 
Difcourfe. And it was with difficulty he feems to 
have added, and he hath flandered thy Servant unto 
my Lord, the King: But my Lord the King is as an 
Angel of Gods; do therefore what is good. in thine 
Leyes :. For all my Father’s House were but dead 
Men before my Lord the King; yet didjt thou jet thy 
Servant among them that did eat at thy own Tables 
what Right therefore have I to cry any more to the 
King ? 

And the King faid unto him, why f[peakeft thou 
~ any more of thy Matters? J have faid, thou and 
Ziba divide the Land. 

‘¢ The Reader will eafily perceive, our Author 
“© fays, from this Anfwer of David, that he faw 
<¢ Mephibofbeth’s Innocence, (and found himfelf 
<< upbraided by it) and the Error of his own for- 
*¢ mer Credulity, and therefore could not bear to 
« hear it: But he had now no time to difcufs the 

“¢ Matter 
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‘© Matter more fully, and therefore all chat he could 
«¢ do for the prefent, was to reftore him to his 
«cs Fftare, and leave both him and his Accufer in 
‘¢ their former Condition, till he could enquire fur- 
“© ther. However Ziba might have been faulty 
“© towards Mephibo/beth, he had been fignally 
«+ faithful and ufeful to David; and to condemn 
‘© him unheard, as he had A/ephibofheth, were to 
‘¢ run the rifque of a fecond rafh Decifion; a De- 
‘«¢ cifion that might be now as unfeafonable as rath, 
<¢ whilft another Rebellion fubfifted in his Do- 

‘¢ minions. ” , 
Here is an Apology Tor David, in an Inftance 
where his Conduct, at firft fight, appearsextremely 
odious to a grateful generous Mind. One is apt to 
be difgufted at the credulity and rafhnefs he betrayed 
in the former Part of this Tranfaction: To ftrip 
Mephibofoeth (the Son of a Man to whom he was 
unfpeakably obliged, and who had never givenhim, 
as we hear, the leaft ground of Offence) of all thae 
pertained to him, on the Accufation of a Servant, 
without Hefitation or Inquiry, was what feems not 
any way juftifiable: But to treat him with the In- 
difference (to fay no worfe of it) that is here ob- 
vious, when he was convinced of his Innocence, and 
when the Villany of his Accufer was manifeft; to 
decree as haftily that the Traytor fhould retain half 
the Gains of his Treafon, as he had before given 
him all, and put his injured Friend and Ward again 
under the Guardianfhip of a Mifcreant who had en- 
deavoured to ruin him, and whom he could never 
fook upon but with the utmoft Uneafinefs, ts a Pro- 
cedure that requires all our Author’s Art and Elo- 
quence to excufe or palliate. Burt he ts able to effect 
Wonders tn this refpeét, and no Writer ever had 
the Skill of exculoaring beyond him. What fol- 
lows isto do this for his Hero, whole Reputation, 
for Juftice or Generofiry, mught fuffer fome Dimi- 
x * nution 
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nution on this Occafion, if he had not fo good an 
Advocate. 

The ancient way of Tenancy, our Author accor- 
dingly fays, was that of occupying the Land, and 
giving the Proprietor a certain annual Portion of the 
Fruits of it. Whenthe Tenant paid one half of the 
annual Produce, he was called Colonus partiarius : 
And fuch, in the Judgment of the beft Critics, was 
Ziba to Mephibojheth, as he had been before to Sau. 
So that Ziba, having half the Fruits for his La- 
bour, had, in effect, half the Land. Upon Ziba’s 
Mifinformation, the whole was given to him; fothat 
he was then both Proprietor and Ufufructuary. 
David now revokes that Grant, and reftores his 
firft Decree by thefe Words, J bave faid, thou and 
Ziba divide the Land. ‘To which Mephibofheth 
an{wered, in al] the Generofity and Fidelity of his 
Father’s Friendhhip ; ‘yea, let him take all, inafmuch 
as my Lord the King ts come again in Peace unto bis 
own Houfe: His Concern was, to recover his Credit 
with the King ; that once eftablifhed, he was con- 
tented and happy. 

Thus we tee how eafily David may be excufed, 
ina Cafe where he cannot be altogether juftified. 
His Credulity and Rafhnefs ftand ftill condemned ; 
but his infolent unworthy Treatment of Mephi- 
bofheth, after he was fufficiently convinced of his 
Innocence, vanifheth. Anunlearned Man whoread 
the Scripture only, would form a very different Idea 
of David in this Inftance, from that which our 
learned Apologift exhibits. He would confider him 
in this Light, as depriving a Perfon, whom he was 
bound to love and protect, of his whole Eftate, on 
a fingle Accufation, and unheard; and when the 
falfhood of the Charge appeared, contemptuoufly 
impofing Silence, and refufing to hear the moving 
Profcffions of his Integrity and Allegiance; ratify- 
ing, partly, the tyrannical Decree by which he 

fiript 
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ftript him of his Fortune, reftoring him half only 
of what he had unjuftly taken away, and eftablifhing 
a Villain in the Poffeffion of the reft, which he had 
acquired by the moft deteftable Perfidy, inftead of 
condemning him to an ignominious Execution, the 
properett Reward of it. 

1 fay, 2 Man who reads Scripture only, would 
be apt toform a very difagreeabletIdea of David’sBe- 
haviour in this Affair; but our Author’s Reprefen- 
tation effaces the falfe Image, and reétifies our Pre- 
judices ; and while his Conduét is allowed to have 
fomething in it culpable, yet that which looks like 
the worft of it is fhewn to be in truth a Reparation 
of the other. 

I know not how it comes to pafs, but fo it cer- 
tainly is, that the facred Penmen do often exprefs 
themfelves in fuch a manner, as to leave us in great 
Obfcur:ty ‘or Perplexity on feveral Points; and 
iometimes fo, as to fuggeft Ideas of God, no way 
fuitable to the natural Conceptions we have of his 
Attributes, In fhort, we fhould think very diffe- 
rently on many Subjects from what we ought to do, 
if we had merely the Letter of the Old and New 
Teftament to go by, and were not every now and 
then affifted by the critical Commentators. The 
Effay for a new Trauflation of the Bible, Water- 
land’s Seriplure vindicated, and Revelation examined 
with Candour, with fome other Performances of the 
like kind, which mi ight be named, have been very 
ferviceable in this Re ipeét to lefs learned Readers. 
But after all we are yet in the Dark as to many 
Things, and far froma being unanimovfly fatisfied 
about others. Hence thofe infoluble Obj<étions, and 
alfo thofe various Opinions that to this Moment di- 
vide the Chriftian World, about which different 
Sects and Denominations are damning and perfe- 
cuting one another, each vindicating its own Tenets 
as the Truths of God, the Do@trines of eternal Life. 

ae 2 From 
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From all this the Reader may draw feveral Conclu- 
fions. 1 fhall mention only this, That that cannot 
poffibly be a Rule totwo, or any Number of Peo- 
ple, of which thofe People cannot have the fame 
Apprehenfion: But, 4 pofferiort, I think it evi- 
dent, there cannot be an Agreement in Mens Ap- 
prehenfions of what we call Scripture, therefore 
that cannot univerfally be a Rule to Mankind ; or, 
affirmatively, it can only bea Rule in fuch Inftances 
as all Men, whoconfider them, may or do agree 
in, 

What then? are Men left without a Rule, ex- 
cept in a wery few Matters, relating to what is com- 
monly called Religion? For in a very few indeed 
are all confidering Menagreed. Yes certainly: Nor 
did God intend them any Rule in other Cafes; for 
they needed none from him; becaufe no Inconveni- 
ence could arife from every one’s acting according 
to his own Judgment or Inclination, The incul- 
cating this Doctrine, and reducing it to practice 
throughout the World, would be fo far from intro- 
ducing any Inconvenience, that it would prove the 
cure of many great Ones, which now difturb So- 
ciety. 

But to return from thefe incidental Reflections, 

The upright and generous Conductot Mepbhtho- 
foeth, of which wehavefeen {fo fine a Picture, could 
not, our Author thinks, fail to reftore him entirely 
to David's former Friendfhip and Affection ; and, if 
poffible, to more Credit, and greater Confidence; 
and he has not the leaft doubt, but he continued in 
it tothe Day of David’s Death. He apprehends 
he is wrrranted to fay this from the Text, 2 Sam. 
ix. 13. For had this Commerce ceafed for a feries of 
Years, the facred Hiftorian could not with any Pro- 
priety have affured us, as he there does, without any 
fubfequent hint to the contrary, that be did eat con- 
tinually at the King’s Table. The fame Conclufion 
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is drawn from the xxxviith Pfalm, which, our Au- 
thor is perfuaded, was written for Mepbibofherb’s 
Confolation under Ziba’s Calumny. The Argu- 
ments on which he grounds this Opinion are as fol- 
low, 

Moft of the Pfalms were written upon particular 
Occafions. That this Pfalm was particularly written 
tor the Confolation of fome righteous Man, opprefied 
by Calumny, againft whom fome wicked Wretch 
had laid Schemes to deftroy him, is clear from.the 
whole Tenour of it: And who, and what, is there 
in the whole Hiftory of David, to whom, and to 
which, itcan refer, but to Mephibofhethb, calumni- 
ated, and villainoufly wronged by Ziba ? 

But here it may be afked, why David, if he be- 
lieved Mepbibofbeth innocent, did not bring the 
Matter to a fair Trial? Our Author anfwers, “* That 
‘© a Man of Ziba’s fubtilty, who had laid fo heavy 
‘san Accufation againft Mepbibofheth, had un- 
‘* doubtedly laid his Trains and Schemes to make 
‘¢ it good: And therefore David, in all probabi- 
‘s lity, was afraid to bring the Matter to a public 
‘© Trial, left his Friend’s Innocence fhould be op- 
‘© preffed by falle Accufations ; and, in the Event, 
‘© whether he were acquitted or condemned, the 
‘¢ bare bringing him to Trial could not: fail to be 
‘© Matter of fufficientc Calumny againft David; 
“ and therefore nothing could better become David, 
“ in this Situation, than to wave the Trial, and 
ss exhort Mephibofaeth to refer the Matter wholly 
‘+ to the Arbitration of ungrring Wifdom and Ju- 
“© {tice ; which would not fail finally to vindicate 
‘¢ Innocence, and avenge Falfhood and Villainy. 
** And this is, evidently, the main Scope and Pur- 
‘© pofe of this Pfam. ” 

Thatevery Part of this Pfalm may very naturally 
relate to Mephibofoethb, our Author makes appear 
from two or three eafy and natural Suppofitions, to 
me 3 which, 
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which, he fays, no thinking Man can refufe a ready 
and a rational Affent; and which, he hopes, will 
clear this Matter to the Reader’s Satisfaction: But 
for thefe I refer to the Original. 


[ Zo be continued. } 





ABT 20 is 8. AXIX. 


An Hiftorical and Critical Differtation on 
what the Ancients believed with refpeét to 
the Load-Stone. By M, Fatconer. 


Shall begin by examining the different Names 
| that have been given the Loadfoune, either vy 
the Greeks or Romans; I fhall next pafs to Facts 
relating to it either fabulous or true; and fhall con- 
clude with the Sentiments of the Ancients on the na- 
tural Caufes of its attractive Quality. 

We learn from the Teltimony of Ariffotle, that 
Thales the moft ancient Philofopher of Greece has 
mentioned the Load/fone; but we are not a that 
the Word employed by Ariftotle to fignify it, is the 
fame that Thales uled. * 

Onomacritus who lived in the LXthO/ympiad, and 
fome Fragments of whofe Poetry are Jeft under the 
Name of Orpheus, 1s the firft Author who gives us 
the ancient Name of the Load-ftone, which he calls 
Mayeytic. [ He tells us that this Stone was for- 
merly a young Man who waited on Medea. So 
far the Fiétion is innocent, and can deceive no Body. 
But when he applies it to natural Hiftory. and pre- 
tends to give us an hiftorical Account of Effects, 


* Diogenes Laertius joins to the Teflimony of 1 i/lotle that of 


Hippias. + Hence cur Name ef Afccuet. 
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not only chimerical, but contrary to the Laws of 
Nature, he manifeftly perverts the End of Poetry. 
fc is true, the Spirit of Magic that appears in the 
Treatife of Stones left us by Ovomacritus, may 
guard us againft any Miftake. However there is 
no trifling with the Credulity of Mankind, which 
is always ready to take Things literally: Tho’ no- 
thing can be more abfurd than what the falfe Or- 
pheus has faid of the Load-Stone, fucceeding Natu- 
ralifts have greedily adopted it, and thefe extrava- 
gant Opinions have found Partizans even amongtt 
the Moderns, as I fhall prove at the Conclufion of 
this Difcourfe. 

Hippocrates has defcribed the Load-ftone by the 
Periphrafis of the Stone that ‘attraéts lron.(a) The 
Arabians and Portuguefe ule the fame Circumlocu- 
tion. St. Auguftine gives it an Epithet of the 
fame Nature, (4) he termis it the wonderful Attras- 
tor of Iron. This Quality Sextus Empiricus defigns 
by one Word. (¢) It is in this Senfe Amber has 
been called Harpaga, as a proper Name, as we 
may fee in Pliny and Jfidorus. Hippocrates in ano- 
ther Treatife mentions the AMdagnefian Stone, and 
places it in the Clafs of Purgatives. We find elfe- 
where this Epithet of Aaguefian given to the Load- 
fione, but, as to the purgative Quality, which the 
Greek Phyficians have atcribed to it, it is at prefent 
little known. Perhaps the Magunefian flone of Hip- 
pocrates may be fome Species of the Marcaffte, 
different from the Load-/tone ; whence thefe Writers, 
deceived by the Title of Ad/2guefian applied to the 
Load-ftone, have given ita cathartic Quality, rather 
on the Authority of Hippocrates mifunderftood, than 
from their own Experience. 


(2) Al@@» aris tov otdvpov apd “er. 

(¢) Mirabilis Ferri raptor, St. dugu/?. 
/ ee 

(c) Ledneayuyes. Sext. Empfiric. 
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Sophocles in one of his Pieces, now loft, calls the 
Load-ftone the Lydian-ftone 5 (a j whereas Plato, in 
Jimeus and Jon, names it the Heraclean Stone, (0) 
which was its moft common Appellation amongft 
the Greeks. Ina Fragment of Euripides we find 
Maywrs AiG, oF the Magnetic-flone, by which 
Plato tells us, he means the Load-/ftone. This Name 
wil] admit of fome Controverfy. 

Ariftotle has done great Honour to the Load- 
frone, by giving it no particular Name. He calls 
it 4 ASS. or the Stone, by way of Excellence. 
Themiftius exprefies himfelf inthe fame manner. It 
is probable that amongft the Works of /riffotle 
which are loft tous, thatintitled (¢) on the Stone, the 
Title of which is mentioned by Diogenes Laertius, 
was a Treitife on the Load-ftone. Since the Difco- 
very of the Compafs the Arabians have tranflated 
this Piece, and in the Additions they made, have 
afcribed the Knowledge thereof to that Philofopher. 
We ice MSS. of this Tranflation, :fo falfified in fe- 
veral Libraries, which probably led Albertus Mag- 
nus and Vincent of Beauvais into their Miftake, of 
citing ri/orle as acquainted with this modern In- 
vention. 

Theopbrafius and the Plurality of Authors have 
followed the common Appellation of ais G@ Hpaxasio, 
or the Ffervaclean Stone. Pliny, citing a Paffage of 
this Author — he did not underftand, (d) (Nat. 
Hift. Lib, xxxiii. Cap. 8.) apprehended that the 
Touch-ftone (Cotigula) which amongft its other 


(2) Avtia Aib@».  Hefichius has taken Notice of this Name as 
well as that cf Avdixy 2ié@*, which is a Variation of it. 

(4) "‘Hoaxrda AG, jumetimes “Hpawagatis. 

(c) T1e24 t¥5 Aibov. 

(2) Tbeopbraftus {peaks here o f th e Dif erence of Stones as to 
their {pec cubs Qualities : "Eviot © OF... 08 OC .. ExEepoe OF CAnze 
Thc WOLe, of Oo. Bere: (Zen Tov a VUpov, arm te LTE He Acvpey 4 10 
“Heaxarcia. xy 9g Avdy. W here we fee that Aib@» "Hg cn Acie aniwers 
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Names was called the Lydian Stone, had alfo the 
Title of the Heraclean Stone in common with the 
Load-ftone. Henry Stephens (a) and Bochart (b) 
relying on the Authority of Pliny have fallen into 
the fame Error. Such great Names might excufe 
Miftakes, if Examination was not always ‘preferable 
to Authority. 

The Greeks and Romans likewife employed the 
Name of Xidypiru: (¢) or the /rox Stone, to defign 
the Load-ffone. This Name was alfo common to 
the Stone or Ore from whence they extracted Iron, 
as alfo to a certain precious Stone, of the Diamond 
kind. Hence it was, perhaps, that the Properties 
of the Load-/tone have been afcribed to the Adamant, 
as we fhall fee in the Sequel. ‘The Refemblance of 
the Names of Things has been one of the principal 
Sources of Confufion in natural Hiftory. 

The Greeks have diverfify’d the original Name of 
the Magnet various ways. In Tzerzes we read 
Mayvésca ATG, In Achilles Tatius Mayvyore, in fe- 
veral Authors Mzyvitic, or Mayrytic, asalfo ¢ ASE 
Mayvitys, by the Interchange of the Letters He and 
Jore 3 which was common with the Greeks of the 
firft Ages, Mayvwys, which is the Name leaft fre- 
quently found in the Greek Authors, 1s however the 
only one retained by the Latins. 

The Word Mzyv'tys, with all its Variations, of 
which feveral have been fpecified, being compared 
together, help us to difcover the Origin ‘of this De- 
nomination, which no doubt was owing to the 
Place where the Load-ffone was firtt difcovered. 
There were two Towns in the leffer 7/4 that bore 
the Name of Maguefia, one on the Banks of the 
Meander, the other at the Foot of Mount 8; ipyluse 


(a) Appendix Thef. Grzec. in voce Hypewdas. 
(4) Bochart Geogr. Sacr. Lib. 1. Cap. 38. 
(c) From 3: dup, Ferrum. 
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This laft City, which belonged to Lydia, was alfo 
called Heraclea, and was the true Country of the 
Load-ftone. As Mount Sipylus abounded in Metals, 
no doubt it produced the Adagnet : The ancient 
Town of Zantalis, and that of Sipylum, both fitu- 
ated at the Foot of it, were iucceffively deitroyed 
by Earthquakes, a Calamity frequent in thofe Places 
that are fruittul in Metallic Mines, and which fatally 
counterbalance the Wealth they bring to the Inha- 
bitants. If the Greeks had not always been fonder 
of Fable than Truth, perhaps Mount Sipylus had 
been more celebrated for its yielding the Load-/oue 
than for the Rock of Niobe 3 the Streams of which 
inceffantly flowing, according to the Poets, are 
the Tears which that unhappy Princeefs {till fheds for 
the Lofs of her Children. (a) 

1 lay no great Strefs on the Opinion of Nicander, 
who relJates that the Load-/lone took its Name from 
the Shepherd Magzes, who firft difcovered it. I 
own that this proper Name is of great Antiquity in 
Greece: we find twoof the immediate Defcendants 
of Deucalion {fo called ; nordo I difpute but from 
thefe the Appellation of Maguefia has been given to 
different Countries or Cities. But granting Magnes 
had given his Name to the City of Adagnefia, I 
think it however demonttrable that the Stoze received 
its Name from the fatter. “The Cafe ts the fame with 
refpect to the Name of Heraclean given the Load- 
flone; for tho’ the Town of Heracleain Lydia (the 
fame with Magnefia) as well as the other Heracieas, 
were fo called from Hercules, yet it is plain the 
Stone has its Name from the Place not the Perfon. 
Its being wrote in fome Authors H-axaze is ASG, 
ss an inconteftable Proof of this, and fhews the 
Error of thofe who have tranflated aAiS@ Hpaxaciz, 
the Stone of Hercules, inftead of the Heraclean Stone. 


(a) Cabimachus, Pro ertius, Ovid, Statius. 
Te 
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It is near 200 Years fince Baprifta Pius took notice 
of this, and yet feveral modern Writers have fallen 
into the fame Miltake. The Refemblance between 
the Strength of Hercules and the Power of the 
Load-ftone is too weak an Argument to deftroy the 
true Etymology. Faller a learned Englifo Author » 
is equally in the wrong, when he derives its Name 
from Flercules the Phenician, a great Sailor, who, as 
he pretends, knew the Ufeot the Compafs. Fuller, 
Mifcell. Sacr. Lib.iv. Cap. 13. 

The Load-flone has preferved this ancient Name 
of Magnet, from the Place of its Nativicy, if I 
may fo exprefs ir, tho? it has fince been difcovered 
in other Countries. In the fame manner we find 
Steel and Copper in all Nations retain the original 
Names of Chalybs and Cuprum, from the Parts 
where they were firit difcovered. Examples of this 
kind of Etymology are frequent in many Languages; 
what is moft fingular here, is, that of five Sorts of 
the Load-ffove me ntioned by Pliny, CHAift. Nar. 
Lib. xxxvi, Cap. 20.) the Magnefian was efteemed 
the worft, as the Lithiopian was reckoned the beft. 
Silius Italicus, {peaking of the People of b;finia, 
diftinguifhes them by this, that they cut Load-ffones. 
Morbodeus (De Lapid. Cap. 43.) informs us that 
this Stowe was found in the Country of the Zroglo- 
dytes, and that it came alfo from the Indies. Jf- 
dorus of Seville affirms it was farft difcovered in the 
Indies ; and after him moft of the Writers of the 
middle Age call the Load-ftone Lapis Lndicus ; 
making the Mother Country of one Species that of 

the T hing in general, 

There are fome other Names of the Load-/tone 
of an Erymology different from the foregoing. 

Every one knows, that this Stone attracts Jrom; 
but many are yet ignorant, that the fame Stone re- 
pulfes or rejeéts /ron, previoufly touched, when the 
Stone and the Metal are prefented to each other in a 

new 
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new Pofition. The moft learned ancient Naturalifts 
have obferved this Effect, but not imagining the 
Repulfion proceeded from the fame Caule as the At- 
traction, they diftinguifhed the Maguet into two 
kinds, having contrary Properties. Pliny calls the 
Stone that repulfes the Jron by the Name of Thea- 
médés, and makes it quite different from the Magnet. 
This pretended Theamédés has been copied by moft 
of the Writers of Natural Hiftory fince his Time: 
Some indeed only comprife it under the general 
Name of the Load- -ftone, which they diftinguifh 
into two Species, one which attracts, and the other 
which repels Iron. We fhall perceive fome Foot- 
fteps of the Truth in the remoteft Antiquity. 1 am 

Manetho, in Plutarch De fide et Offride, in- 


forms us, that the Egyptians called the Load-ftone i 


Mouth of Orus,* and Iron the Mouth of Typhon ; 
becaufe, regarding Nature either in a State of Union 
or Difunion, under the Symbols of Oras and Zyphon, 
they imagined they perceived a Refemblance of ei- 
ther State in the Action of the Load-ffone on the 
fron, whether it attracted or repulfed it. Tho’ I 
pay no great Deference to the Myfteries of this Peo- 
ple, yet 1 own I am furprized to find here in the 
OSEoOv ov or Mouth of Oras, the double Effeét of 
the Magnet fo clearly indicated. 

Icome next to an Author lefs known, I mean 
Marcellus Empiricus, Phylician to Theodof izs the 
Great; What this Writer fays of the Load-/fone has 
been little regarded. ‘+ The Maguet called nti- 
<¢ phyfon, is that which attracts and repulfes Iron, 
‘© which draws, and at the fame Time repels it.” 
Thete Words are the more remarkable, as they 
afcribe thefe two oppofite Qualities to the fame Stone. 
The Property of Repulfion 1s exprefied by the re- 
markable Word Aatiphyfor, the found of which 
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feems to reprefent the Magnet as hiffing againft the 
lron to repel it. ©The Germans even fo late as the 
XVIIth Century called the pretended Theamédés 
Ein-blefer, which perfectly expreffes the Greek Name 
Antipbyfon, which breathes againft the Iron. Ihave 
read in another Author that Paulus A:gineta calls 
the Load-ftone gvcwrav ; but I have not been able to 
find the Paffage in Zigineta himfelf. This Idea of a 
Breeze or breathing agreés fo exactly with the Ope- 
rations of the Magnet, that I think we may fafely 
read in Lucretius, (Lib. vi.) Magnefia flamina faxi 
inftead of flumina or femina, readings not fo well 
authorized. Thus Clandian, {peaking of Jron under 
the Perfon of Mars, fays 


Tile lacefiitus longo [piraminis Aétu. 


Aufonius elegantly exprefies this Property of the 
Load-fione, in its Effeét cn the famous Statue of 
fr finoe. 


Srivat enim telti tefiudine * totus Achates, 
Affiatamgque T trabet ferrato crine puellam. 


Befides thefe Paffages from Plutarch and Marcel- 
Jus Empiricus, \ think this double ‘Property of the 


* The vulgar Reading in the MSS. is Yotws which has been 
rejeCied by all the Learned, as‘making no Senfe. Some read 
Corus others Jorvus, forme Daorus others Eous. I think sotus is 
{till the true Reading : teffudine totus Achates is an Hypailage for 
tefudine totad, that is, the Cieling was entirely cf Load-flone. 
Magnete Templum concamerare inchoaverat.  Plin. Ixxxiv. C. 16, 
So we read in Propertius, plena fidera for fideribus pleno cael; 
plena fiumina for flumina plenis urceis. ‘Vhe Metonymy ih the 
Word Achates is more extraordinary; but perhaps we are ignorant 
of the true Reafon for it. ! 

+ According to Vinetus fome of the ancient MSS. read Affa- 
tam, others Ajjiictam, elpecially thofe of later Date. The Word 
(pirat of the preceding Line, muf determine it for the former. 


Load frone 
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Load-fione is pointed at in a Fragmentof Euripides 
(in Oeneo) where the Word Mayrytic is found, bur, 
as the Place is not clear, I fhall wave it. Theopbra- 
ftus in his Treatife on Stones, alls by this Name of 
Mayatic aStone, which from its fplendid whiterefs 
refembles Silver. Several Grammarians fpeak of 
this Stone, without citing Theophraftus, and obferve 
the Diftinétion that fhould be made between the 
Name of the Stone Mayvyrie andthatof the Load- 
ftone, whofe true Name they fay is H-xxagiz n9@. 
This Remark is yuft, tho’ it has been little regarded. 
Fulius Cafar Scaliger and Brodeau have unjuitly 
cenfured Hefychitus on this Account; tho’ perhaps 
Hefychius himfelf has been as rafh in accufing Plato 
for miftaking the Stone Moy»t1¢ for the Load-ftone 
in the Dialogue of Jez. As Plato there cites Exri- 
pides for his Author, he no doubt had in view the 
Paffage we have mentioned, where we find the 
Word Mayvzri-, which we no where elfe meet with 
in that Poet. So that He/ychius feems to think 
Plato did not underftand Euripides. Suidas, ano- 
ther Grammarian, who has Juckily preferved this 
Fragment of uripides, underftands by Meywrris 
there, the Stone'that by its Luftre refembles Silver. 
To know the true meaning of Euripides, \et us fee 
the Paffage. That Poet, fpeaking of fome Body, 
exprefics himfelt in this manner, | 
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That is to fay, 


‘© In examining the different Sentiments of Men, 

“* jtke the Stone MacneTis, he gains their Efteem, 
“ and be rejefts it.” It is very, difficult to afcertain 
the Senfe of a Fragment fo imperfect asthis is, where 
we have nothing before or after it to affift us. I 
own 
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own that we may underftand by the Adagnet in this 
Paffage, that Stone which, at firft Sight, deceives the 
Eye by its Silver brightnefs, but I do not fee why it 
may not as well fignify the Load-/tone 5 andit Plata 
has taken for this latter, what He/ychius and Suidas 
imagined to be a different Subitance, certainly the 
Authority of a Philofopher cotemporary with £uré- 
pides is more than fufficient to counterbalance the 
Opinion of later Grammarians, The Senfe of 
Plato is plain to fuch as are acquainted with the 
double Property of the Load-/ffone abovementioned ; 
and what probably hindered thefe laft Writers from 
difcovering the faid Stonein thisPlace, are the Words 
wedisnss madrw be changes its Place, by pufbing it 
backwards (xx rur/um being here the oppofite 
Of xpwow prorfum.) However the Word usdisnce 
cannot be employed in its true and natural Significa- 
tion here, but as referring to the Load-/ffone, the 
figurative Senfe it muft have, to accommodate tt to. 
the Stone Mayr of Theophraftus, is harfh, inele- 
gant, and unprecedented. Sa/mafius (in Solin. Cap. 
52.) only takes notice of this Paffage to introduce a 
bold and needlets Correction of his owns; but he 
had no notion that the Load-/tons, by its double 
Quality, gave room to an Explanation preferable to 
that of Saidas. Even this great’ Salma/fius, in an 
enjighten’d Age, was as ignorant as the greateft 
Part of the Ancients with refpect to the oppofite 
Properties of the Magnet in attracting and repelling 
lron, according to the different Manner in which 
the Stone and the fron already touched were applied 
to eachother. J do not wonder that Euripides was 
better informed, becaule he had travelled to Agypr, 
where, as I have fuggefted, this double Quality ot the 
Load-ftone was well known. After all 1 leave it to 
the judicious Critics how far this Paflage of Euripj- 
des is to be regarded as a Proof of the Ancienis be- 
ing apprifed of the oppofite Virtuesof the Load- 
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frone: A Difcovery, however, which muft have 
been but imperfect, at the beft, fince the Philofo- 
phers and Naturalifts knew not how to make a pro- 
per Advantage of it. 

We may affirm then, that the attraétiveQuality of 
the Load-ftone was that alone for which it was 
efteemed and admired by the Ancients. To treat 
with fome order on the Facts relating to this Pro- 
perty, I fha!l diftinguifh them under three Heads, 
viz. Thofe that are true; thofe that are fabulous, 
tho’ founded on Truth ; and thofe that are entirely 
fabulous. By the fecond Clafs, I mean fuch as carry 
the attractive Power of the Load-/tone, beyond Na- 
ture; and by the third, juch as afcribe to it Pro- 
perties it never had.— With regard to the firft Head, 

I. Oxomacritus in his ‘Vreatife on Stones, has ele- 
gantly defcribed defcribed the attractive Power of 
the Load-fione on Iron. Claudian, who has imitated 
him, has given the Subject new Beauties. How 
eracefuily charming are thefe Lines, Epig. 4. 


Pronuba fit natura Deis, ferrumque maritat, 
Jura tenax and again, 

Flagrat anheia filex, et amicam faucia fentit 
Materiam, placido/que Chaiybs cognofcit Amores. 








He feems to have borrowed thefe Ideas from 
Pliny (Lib, xxxvi, Cap. 16.) who fpeaks of the 
Load-ftone in thefe pompous Words. ** Quid la- 
‘* pidis vigore pigrius ? ecce fenfus manufque et tri- 
“¢ buit natura: Quid ferri duritie pugnacius ? fed 
‘¢ cedit et pariter Mores ; trabitur namque a Mag- 
‘ nete lapide, domitrixque illa rerum omnium 
¢ Materia ad inane nefcio quid currit; atque, ut 
“* propius venit, affiflit teneturque, et amplexu 
“© beret.” 

It would be as tedious as unneceffary to cite all 
the Pafflages of the Ancients, where the Attraction 
of the Load-jloxe is mentione) ; fome particular 

Phaenomena 


“ 


“ 
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Phenomenon thereof, which they have taken notice 
of, fhall however be fpecified. The moft remarke 
able of thefe is, the communication of this Proper- 
ty trom the Stone to any Ironor Steel that touches 
ir. Of this, Plato gives a notable Inftance in his 
lon, where he defcribes that famous Iron ¢ ‘hain, the 
Links of which had no other faftenitng but what 
proceeded from the attractive Virtue of a Load- 
ftowe, at which the firft was immediately fufpended. 
Lucretiu:, Pbilo, Galen, Pliny, Nemefius, &c. 
fpeak of this fame Phenomenon, as highly pleafed 
therewith ; St. Juzuftine {feems to be quite ravifhed 
in the Contemplation of it, and 1s amazed in confi- 
dering the Subtilty of the magnetic Effluvia which 
pervade the hardett Bodies. 

Lucretius in his VIth Book had before fpoken of 
this communicability of Attraction, if [ may fo ex- 
prefs it, or fecond Phenomenon of it, which he 
thus elegantly defcribes, 


Exfultare etiam Samothracia ferrea vidi, 
Et ramenta fimul ferri furere intus abenis 
in fcaphiis, lapis bic Magnes cum fubditus effet. 


The Agitation inthe Parts of Steel Duft, which 
approach or fly off according as the different Poles 
of the Stone are held beneath the Brafs Veffel that 
contains it, might have given Lucretius fore Su- 
ipicion of the double Quality of the Load-ftone to 
repel as well as attract, He feems to hint at this 
in the Verfes that immediately follow. 


Fit quoque ut a Lapide boc ferrt natura recedat, 
Lnterdam fugere atque fequi confueta vicifim. 


But the forced Manner in which he explains this 
Phenomenon, aicribing it to certain Fffluvia of the 


Brafs, fhews us, that he had no notion of it. So true 
Ff it 
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itis, thata Philofophical Genius is as requifite to Ex- 
perimental Philofophy, as Experiments are ufeful to 
the Philofopher. 

If Iron receives Life from the Load-ffone, to ule 
the Expreffion of Pliny, who calls the touched Iron 
Ferrum vivum or animated Iron, it repays the Mage 
net, by a new Miracle, the Benefit it has received. 
It is a kind of reciprocal Friendfhip by which 1 
reanimates that whereby it was at firft enlivened. 
This third Circumftance was not unknown to the 
Ancients. ‘The Author of the Problems, afcribed to 
Alexander Apbradifeus, {ays exprefly that the Alagner 
is ftrengthened or invigorated by Steel Duff. Clau- 
dian, (Epig. 14.) confirms this, 


Ex ferro meruit vitam, ferrique rigore 
Vefcitur, bas dulces epulas, bec pabula novit : 
Flinc proprias renevat vires, —— 


Cardan certainly took thefe Lines in the literal 
Senfe, for he believes ferioufly that the Steel Duff 
ferved asa Pabulum or Nourifhment tothe Load- 
Stone. F. C. Scaliger, his unmerciful Critic, has noe 
fpared him for fo ridiculous an Efcape. The Mo- 
derns however have drawn a fignal Advantage from 
this Property. By giving the Load-/tone this 
Armour they confiderably augment its Force. | 
have feen inthe Hands of the illuftrious Mr. Puget, 
a Magnet, thus arm’d, lift and fuftain 168 times its 
own weight. 

This is all we learn from the Ancients as to 
what regards the Phenomena of the Load-ftone; I 


fhall juft mention what they fay as to the Phyfical. 


Caufes of its Attraction. Thales (according to Ariftotle) 
called every thing that had an active Quality in it, 
a Soul.* On this Syppofition, the Magnet had a 


oe * 
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Title to a Soul or Life, as juftly as the Odfer, or 
other Animals of that low Kind. The Term Soul 
ferved for every thing of this Nature, and anfwered 
all Queftions. The Word is indeed mighty con- 
venient fer Orators and Poets: and we find feveral 
of thefe Writers, as Zchilles Tatius, Theophylus, Se- 
mocrates, Thecdorus, Prodromus, employ it in an 
agreeable Manner, making the Magnet and its 
favourite Mezal talk to each other in the Strain of . 
two paffionate Lovers, and the like. But the 
graver Philofopher fees norhing more here in the 
Word Sou/, then in the Expreffions of occult Quality, 
Sympathy, and other {cholaftic Terms of the fame 
Import. The Pyth2gorean School was more {trict in 
its Inquiries and Inveftigations than that of Thales. 
There it was that Ewepedocles, Leucippus, Philolaus, 
Democritus, and Timeus, imbibed their grand Ideas 
of the atomical Philofophy. It was from thefe that 
Plato, who had no fettled Syftem of his own in 
Philofophy, took his mechanical Explication of 
the Load-ftone, which he juft mentions in account- 
ing for fome other Phezomena in his Timeus. 
Diogenes Laertius and Aulus Gellius even fay that 
Pilato took the Materials of this Dialogue from a 
Treatife of Pd:lolaus. The Account there fet down 
of the Magnet has obtain’d the Name of Platonic, 
tho’ without Reafon, as it had been given by 
Empedocles and Democritus before: But as the Sen- 
timents of thefe two Philofophers were not quoted 
tll long after P/ato’s Time, when we firft meet with 
them in Alexander Aphrodifeus’s natural Queftions, 
(Lib. 2. c. 23.) we mutt yield to P/ato the Honour 
of being the oldeft Author extant, in whofe Wri- 
tings it is tobe found. Plutarch after him has ex- 
preficd it more clearly : His Words are thefe. 





““ There iffues from ‘the Load-ftone a ftrong and 
‘¢ {piritual Emanation, which impels the contigu- 
‘ous Air, this pufhes forward the Air beyond it, 

= Ff 2 ‘© which 
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«© which latter returning, by a circular motion, to 
¢«s occupy the Place deferted by the former, forces 
« the Iron along with it towards the Magnet.” He 
adds, ** that the Load-ffone has not the fame 
+s Effeét on other Bodies, becaufe it is only the 
“ fron whofe Pores are fo figured as to admit this 
‘© Influence of the Air.” 

All we find here to account for the PDuomena 
of the Load-/fone, is a circular Pulfion of the Air, 
which, with the ancient Sect of the mechanic Philo- 
fophers, was the common Caufe of all thofe Effects, 
which the other Seéts afcribed to Attraétion. 

As ‘this is one of the general Principles of the 
mechanical Philofophy, which De/cartes reftored to 
its ancient Reputation, fo it confequently enters into 
the Explanation which this modern Philofopher has 
offered of the Properties of the Magnet: But to 
fuppofe, therefore, that the Cartefian and Platonic 
Doétrines relating to this Point are the fame, is to 
betray an Ignorance of both, I fhall briefly fhew 
wherein they eflentially differ. 

The Ancients endeavoured only to account for 
the attractive Quality of the Load-fone, but Def- 
cartes applied himfelf to deduce from the fame 
Principle the Caufe of its directive Virtue; a 
cofmical Phenomenon, or, in other Words, a Phe- 
nomenon that depends on the general Syftem of the 
World. Thus we find, that in the ancient Solution 
the Lffiuvia of the Load-ftone were confidered as 
Emanations only of its own Subftance; but in the 
Sytem of Cartefius they belong to the univerfalMatter: 
The Vortex of our World produces them, the Pores 
of the Earth fhape them, and the Magnet receives 
them in their Paflage thus figured. 

When De/carzes firit publifh’d his Hypothefis, he 
was ridiculed as an J/uznovator; when his Philo- 
fophy was ettablifhed, the Accufation changed, and 
he was called a Plagiary. If this laft Charge be 


juit,. 
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juft, it lies as ftrongly againft Plato himfelf. lf 
the Adsdern is more guilty, it is becaufe he has had 
the Addrefs to adjuft his ftolen Materials fo well 
together, as to compofe thereof a regular Structure, 
the feveral Members of which -murually agree: 
inftead of which, the Greek Philofopher acts more 
fincerely; what he borrowed from different Authors, 
he has left in its natural Irregularity, and fo fhews 
he intended not to deceive us into an Opinion of 
its being his own. ‘To conclude this Digreflion, 
Defcartes, great as he is, ought not to be implicitly 
followed. That divine Treatife of Method in which 
he lays down infallible Rules for the Conduct of our 
Philofophical Inquiries, fupplies us a: fome Times 
with Weapons againft himfelf. But we fhall only 
fay, with Mr. Bernout/li, a Philofopher and Mathe- 
matician of the firft Rank, that if the Account given 
by the Cartefian Philofophy, of the Operations of 
the Lvad-ftone, be not exactly juft, it is at leaft 
fufficient to fhew, that this Miracle of Nature may 
be effected by mere Jmpul/e. 

Betore we quit the Philofophy of this Subjeét, 
let us obferve, that tho’ Lucretius explains the Ope- 
ration of the Load-ffone in the fame manner as 
Pilato, there was, however, fome Difference be- 
tween the Platonick Solution and that of the Epi- 
curean School, to which the Poet belonged: For 
It appears, tnat Epicurus joined to the Air’s Jm- 
pulfe, the grapplement of ‘certain Effluvia, which 
he fuppofed to exhale both from the A/agnet and the 
fron, whereas Lucretius, his Difciple, mentions only 
the Air’s Impulfe ; as, onthe other hand, Galen, who 
delivers the Doctrine of Epicurus, mentions nothing 
but the mutual grappling of the emaning Particles. 

We have now feen all that was true of the 
Loadjtone which the Ancients had any Know- 
ledge of: But Truth, how marvellous foever, 
never fuffices the Imagination. We proceed there- 

Ff 3 fore, 
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fore, inthe fecond Place, to thofe Relations, partly 
fabulous and partly true, wherein the Virtue of 
the Load-ffone is exaggerated beyond the bounds of 
Nature. It was neceffary, forfooth, that the Dil- 
covery of this wonderful Stone, like the Birth of 
extraordinary Perfonages, fhould be fignalized by 
fome Prodigy. Accordingly, Nicander, in Pliny, 
informs us, that it was accidentally found out in 
this manner: The Shepnerd Megnes, as he was 
wandering in queft of Pafture for his Flock, on 
Mount Ida, found himfelf fixed to a Mine of this 
Stone, on which he happened to tread, by the 
Nails of his Shoes. Jfdorus follows Nicaxder in 
this Story, but places the Scene of it in India: 
In the Etymologicon and Amphilochia of Photius, 
there is fome Variation with refpeét to the Perfons, 
but the Fact is nearly the fame. Pliny fays, that 
near the River /udus there are two Mountains, on 
one of which, if a Man goes, with Nails in his 
Shoes, he is fo powerfully attracted, that he 
cannot move a itep forward; whereas on the 
other, the repelling Faculty is fo great, that 
there is no fetting one’s Foot to the Ground, 
if a Man’s Shoes havea Nailin them. If the mani- 
feft Improbability of this Story did not fufficiently 
prevent all Belief of it, we might fay, that the Load- 
fione ties generally pretty deep within the Earth, 
and that fuch Veins of it as reach to the Surface, 
being expos’d to the Air and Rain, foon lofe 
their Virtue. 

From the Fields let us pafs to the Cities. It is 
well known that the Architeét Dinochares, by the 
Order of Ptolemy, attempted to line the Dome of 
Arfinoe’s Temple with this fort of Stone, that by 
thac Means the Statue of this Princefs might have 
been fufpended as it were in the Air. It is faid in 
Pliny, that this Undertaking, tho’ begun, was de- 
feated by the Death both of the King and the 
Operator. 
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Operator, 4ufonius however relates that the Build- 
ing was actually finifhed. But it matters not 
whether it was or no; fince the like Miracle of Art 
is pofitively faid to have been accomplifhed in the 
Temple of Serapis at diexandria, where the Statue 
of the Sun was to be feen fufpended. Reffinus, 
who firft mentions this Fact, does not fay whether 
the Statue was entirely detach’d from the Building, fo 
as to be every where ata Diftance fromit, Pro/per 
Agquitanus leaves us in the Dark alfo as to this 
Circumftance, tho? he is explicite enough as to 
others 3 but St. 4u/fin is exprefs that the Statue was 
held inthe Air, by oppofite Attractions, between the 
Cicling and the Pavement of the Temple, which were 
of Load ftone. Cedrenus and Nicephorus Califtus fol- 
low Austin ; but Glycas improves upon them all, and, 
ior the better fecuring of this Statue in its Pofition, 
has fixed Load-jiones on both fides of the Place. 
We find by this Inftance how eafily we advance 
in the marvellous. The Statue of Victory, that 
Ampelius {peaks of, was undoubtedly the Model 
by which Giycas was governed in his Defcription; 
this was fo equilibrioufly fituated between four 
Columns, that it could not be difplac’d by any Mo- 
tion of theAir. TZbeodoric, King of the Gorhs, ina 
Letter to Bvetius, {peaks of a Statue of Cupid 
fufpended by this Method inthe Temple of Diana, 
In Bede, (de 7 Miracul. Mundi.) Belieropbon on 
Horfeback, hung in like manner, is reprefented as 
the fourth Wouder of the Word. The Chronicles 
of the City of Zreves * affure us that there was to 


* The City of Treves was accuftomed to this Miracle. 
Adlzreitter, Chancellor of Bavaria, writes in his Annals ** that 
“© the Normans in 882 having made themi{elves Mafters of Treves, 
** cariied off the Chains that held the Urn fufpended, which 
‘* contained the Bones of St. Paulinus, and that notwithilanding 
“6 the U atinued to hane in the Ai 

the Urn continued to nang in the /iir, 
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be feen there a Mercury, held in Equilibrio by 
Load-ftones placed above and beneath it. This 
Attitude was perfectly agreeable to the Meffenger 
of the Gods. Kircher (De Arte Magnet. lib, 1. p. 1. 
c. 5.) quotes Maimonides, with refpect to another 
Statue of the Sz in the fame Pofition at the Temple 
of Belus in Babylon. He alfo tells us from the 
Talmud, that the Calves cf Feroboam were futtained 
in the Air by thisArtifice; and that this was tiie Caufe 
of the Idolatry paid them by the J/raelites. Bo- 
chart adds to this Faét, that of che Crown of the 
Ammonites, which, as Rabbi Kimchi relates, was 
fufpended: by a Magnet. The Reader will difpente 
with my omitting the Citations, Neither the Anti- 
quity nor Number of fuch Examples will prove 
them authentic. We know the common Opinion 
that prevails in Europe about the Tomb of Mabo- 
met. Bernier however tells us, the Zurks laugh at 
the Travellers who are’fo foolifh as to relate it. 
Gabriel Biémond, a Native of Mar/feiiles, in a 
curious Voyage he has wrote in J/talian, gives us 
this Account of the Matter, ** Exactly above the 
«© Tomb of that Impoftor, there is a Load-ffone 
<¢ fixed in the Roof, about two Feet fquare, and 
“¢ three Inches thick, to which is faftened, by means 
«¢ of a large Nail or Rivet, a crefcent of Gold, 
«* enriched with precious Stones.” We may judge 
by this how much we have been impofed on by 
preceding Relations. We know by Experience 
that the moft fkilful Artift cannot fix a Needle, 
independent of any thing, between two Load-ffones. 
And Reafon demonftraies, that if it were poffible 
to find out this Point of Equilibrium, the Needle 
would lofe it on the leaft Motion of the Air. 

I had almoft forgot the Statue ct pollo with a 
Beard,* mentioned by Luctaz in his Treatife on the 


* Apollo was vfuclly repre‘ented without a Beard, hence his 
common Epithet o! the Beardlefs poo. 


Syvian 
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Syrian Goddefs; which, when it gave its Oracles, 
agitated itfelf till the Priefts laid it on a Litter, and 
then, by feveral Motions, it directed them where 
they fhould carry it. Lucian affirms, he was once 
prefent when it raifed itfelf into the Air in the Mid- 
dle of the Proceffion. It is eafy to fee this Image 
was an Automaton, or Puppet with Springs; and 
perhaps the Load-/fome might have fome Share in 
the Impofture, This laft Circumftance which Lucian 
relates, as of his own Knowledge, feems a little in- 
credible. But when he reports Things of this Na- 
ture, he changes his Humour: He ts no longer the 
Lucian who publickly jefts with the Gods; he is a 
fly Satyrift, who pretends to believe the Supertti- 
tion he defigns to expofe, 

If we follow the Load-ffone to Sea, we fhall find 
new Wonders related of it. Ptolemy the Geogra- 
pher, and fome other Writers, make nothing of 
{topping Ships in their Courfe, by Rocks of Mag- 
net, that draw out all their Nails. To avoid this 
Inconvenience, they make the Natives of the Ea/lern 
Tfles prudently ufe Pins of Wood in building their 
Veffls. It is true, that the Inhabitants of the AZ3/.. 
dive and adjacent Ifles, preferve this Cuftom ; but 
our modern Travellers are fo fimple as to believe it 
is, becaufe they have little or no fron. This fecret 
Attraction of Veffels by hidden Rocks of Load- 
jione, wasa favourite Notion of the 4rabians. | We 
find Examples of it in the Nzdian Geographer. 
Even later Geographers have made ufe of Truth to 
authorife fo wild a Fiction: On the Difcovery of 
the Compafs, or directive Power of the Load-ffone, 
it was judged neceffary to place in the Ocean, near 
to the North Pole, Magnetic Rocks of prodigious 
Force, and very dangerous for Ships to approach. 
We fee thefe forma]ly laid down in the Maps given 
us by the beft Geographers of that Time, which 
is not aCentury ago. 


t See the Arabian Nights Entertainments. 3. This 
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3. This laft Fact indeed properly belongs to the 
third Clafs, which I call wholly fabulous. The Ima- 
gination is always moft fertil, where, as here, it 1s 
quite free: But we muft reftrain it by Reafon. Some 
Authors fay, that the Virtues of the Load-flone only 
fubfift by Day ; and that at Night its Force 1s either 
greatly diminifh’d or loft, as if it follow’d the Courfe 
of the Sun. Lambinus has feleéted this Particular 
to adorn his Commentary on Lucretius; but he 
does not well, not to name his Author, who is 
Apollonius: A Writer, as every one knows, de- 
ferving very little Credit, Others tell us, that Gar- 
Jick and the Diamond, when applied to the Load- 
ffone, deprive it of its Virtues, the firft, becaufe it 
has an occult Quality contrary to that of the Load- 
fone.. This laft Particular we read in Pliny; the 
other is mentioned by Plutarch. Thefe two Leaders 
have been copied by all the Tribe of Naturalifts. 
Modern Authors however add to thefe two Enemies 
of the Load-ftone, Oil and Mercury: But thofe who 
are more experienced in Natural Hiftory are fatif- 
fied, the Maguet has no Dangers to fear, but from 
Rift and Fire. I cannot leave the Diamond how- 
ever without obferving, that when the Ufe of the 
Load-ftone, as to its direétive Quality in Naviga- 
tion, came to be difcover’d, the fame Quality was 
attributed to the Diamond, in confequence of the 
attractive Virtue it was fuppofed to have. I am 
greatly deceived, if this Error has not given the 
Load-ftone the French Name of L’ Aimant ; for in 
old French it is called Magnete, and the Diamond 
Aimant, from the Latin Adamas. But when it was 
believed that the directive Quality of the Load- 
ftone, as well as its attractive Property, were com- 
mon to the Diamond, then called Aimant, the Name 
of the precious Stone was transferred to the mineral 
one; and for a while continued common to both ; 
ull, by Oddity of Language, the Maguet, or Load- 

Stone, 
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fiov, retained folely the Name of Aimant, which 


? 


the Diamond \oft to aflume that which it now bears. 
It is certain thefe two Stones have this in common, 
that they have in all Ages been the Subject of much 
Fidiion. Befides the fabulous Virtues that have been 
attributed co the Lvad-/fone, it has given Exiftence to 
other Stones, to which fimilar Qualities have been 
afcribed. It Has produced the 4mphitane, which 
is jaid to attraét Gold only ; the Sagdum, that draws 
to it Wood; and the Pantarbé, which, as Pdilo- 
firatas informs us, has the Power of making all 
other Stones pay it Homage; for it obliges all to 
come tothat are near it. hefe fabulous Stones that 
Ihave mentioned, as well as yellow Amber, and cer- 
tain Compofitions endued with Electricity, or the 
Power of attracting Straws and other light Bodies, 
feem, by fome Writers, to be all comprifed under 
the general Name of the Load-ffone, as their Genus. 
So Albertus Magnus fays there are feveral Species 
of the Magnet ; fome of which attract Gold, others 
Si/ver, others Lead, others Fiefh, Fifh, Oil, or 
Vinegar. This has fome Shadow of Truth with 
regard to Metals. Our beft Naturalifts have ob- 
ferved the Load-jtone has fome Influence on different 
metallic Bodies. M. Huygens, with a good Load- 
ftone, moved a brafs Ruler. Father Gouye fays, that 
to make exaét Obfervations with the Needle, it is 
neceffary there fhould be no Copper in the Compafs 
Box. The celebrated Mr. Boyle informs us, that he 
obferved the Load-fione to attraét, tho’ but faintly, 
certain Diamonds, which, as he therefore fuppofed, 
contained fome Particles of Iron.* Hencé we may 
conclude, that different Metals feel the Influence of 
the Load-/fone, only in Proportion to the ferruginous 
Particles they contain;. and confequently we may 
Jay it down as an inconteftable Truth, that there is 


* It is this Species of Diamond which Pliny calls Siderites 
ferret fplendoris, lib, Xxxvil, C. 4. 
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no Body in Nature that is attracted by the Load- 
ftone, but Iron only. 

We are now arrived at the very Summit of Fic- 
tion. The Virtues of the Load-flone have not been 
confined to material Objects only. Some Writers 
have gone fo far as to extend their Influence to the 
Mind. The P/feudo-Orpheus adviles two Brothers 
to wear each a Load-fione, to cement their Friend- 
fhip. +t Petrus Hifpanus (who was afterwards 
Pope) has inferted in a Book of medical Receipts 
the fame Nofirum to preferve the Conjugal Union. 
He copied this probably from Marhbu.@us, who 
took it from Oxomacritus. But this fecond Writer 
acquaints us with a terrible Ufe that jealous Huf- 
bands may make of the Magnet: He tells us, if 
they fulpect their Wives of Infidelity, by purting a 
Piece of Load-ftone under the Bolfter, they will, if 
guilty, be forced to jump out of Bed in their Sleep, 
Such wild extravagant Notions have gained Credit 
in all Ages! The Jaric Gloflaries, cited by Dz 
Cange, Call the Load-fione rAwms poziz, the Magical 
Stone. 

It appears by this Epithet that the Cabalifts and 
Chymifts laid hold of the Load-ffone as a wonderful 
Noflrum, whereby they imagined they fhould per- 
form a Multitude of extraordinary Feats, Even fo 
Jate as the Clofe of the laft Century there were fome 
Writers that exprefs’d themfelves very myfterioufly 
about the white Load-ffone, an infignificant earthy 
Subftance, found among the true Maguets, and elfe- 
where. This Stuff has a Property of adhering to 
the ‘Tongue ; on which Account they called it 
Creagus, the flefhy Magnet: A Circumftance that 
was Warrant enough for imagining that this pre- 
tended Load-/tone had a Power of conciliating Love, 


+ Juan Pedro of Lifeon, a Phyfician ; afterwards raifed to the 
Pontiicate by the Name of Fobn XXI. 4. D. 1276. 


Such 
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Such Errors and Abfurdities, of which I have 
given here only a finall Sketch, are a Difgrace to 
human Underftanding, tho’ of Jittle Prejudice to 
Society. But we may pardon thofe Ages which 
have tranfmitced thefe to us fo religioufly, feeing, 
notwithftanding the Barbarity of thofe Times, it is to 
them we are indebted for the Invention of theCompafs. 
That invaluable Benefit for ever merits the Acknow- 
ledgments of Mankind; fince the whole World fs 
become thereby in effect one City, the Inhabitants of 
which are known to each other. 





ARTICLE XXX. 

AcTA GERMANICA; or, the Literary Me- 
moirs of Germany, &c. being a choice Col- 
lection of what 1s moft valuable and really 
ufeful, not only in the feveral literary Adcts, 
publifhed in different Parts of Germany and 
the North, as, The Mifcellanea Curiofa of the 
Imperial Society at Vienna, the Breflaw Col- 
lection, the Acta Eruditorum Lipfii, the 
Commentar: Academie Scientiarum Impe- 
rialis Petripohtane, the Acta Literaria 
Suecie, the Commerc. Lit. Norimberg, the 

_ Mifcellanea Berolinenfia, the Acta Hafnienfia, 
the Acts of the Royal Society at Stockholm, 
&c. but likewife in the feveral Academical 
Thefes, or Differtations in the feveral Facul- 
ties, at the Univer ities allover Germany, &c. 
Quarto. Pages 460, befides the Index, &c. 
London: Printed for and by G. Smith in 
Stanhope-ftreet, near Clare-Mar ket. 

HE Defign of this Volume is to prefent the’ 
Reader with a Tranflation of what is deemed 

moft valuable and curious in the feveral lxerary 
Memours, 
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Memoirs, publifhed in different Parts of Germany 
and the North. 

The Variety of curious and really ufefyl Matters, 
in the different Branches of Science, which thefe 
feveral Memoirs contain, the Reputation they are 
in among the Learned, and the inacceMibiliiy of 
thofe that are originally in the German Language 
to the generality of Englifh Readeis, teem Reafons 
fafficient for juftitying the prefent Undertaking. 

But this Work is not confined to fuch Memoirs 
only as are publifhed in Sets or Volumes; it alfo 
comprifes feveral curious and ufciul Acacemical Dif 
fertations, publifhed in loofe Sheets, which might 
otherwife be Joft evento the generality of learned 
Readers, and likewile many very excellentDifcourtes, 
wherewith particular Gentlemen of contiderable 
Erudition and Ingenuity have enriched it: Among 
thefe are thofe on the Philofopher’s Stone, on Cam- 


phire, Amber, Metallic Salts, &c. 


The Subjects of thefe literary Memoirs are re- 
ducible to the following Heads, Agriculture, Al- 
chemy, Algebra, Anatomy, Anima! Occonomy, 
Architeéture, Aftronomy, Chemiftry, Chronology, 
Philology, Geography, Gnomonics, Hydraulics, 
Hydrology, Levelling, literary Hiftory, Logic, 
Manufactures, Mechanicks, Medicine, Metallurgy, 
Meteorology, Mineralogy, Optics, Pneumatics, 
Pneumatology, Surgery, Zoology. 

Under fuch a Variety of Heads the Reader may 
naturally expect a great deal of Inftruction and 
Entertainment: And indeed he will not be di/ap- 
pointed in the Perufal ; as may be judged from the 
following recital of the Titles of the Pieces which 
compofe this valuable Collection, We have herein, 

A new Method of improving barren, ftony, and 
fandy Lands. A Treatife on the Difeafes of Corn, 
as Tares, Mildew, Honey-dews, and Smutt. Some 
new Experiments made in Si/efia on the multiplying 

of 
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of Corn. A Dilcourfe on Chemical Gold ; or the 
Tranfmutation of bafer Metals into Gold; with 
another, on the Philofopher’s Stone. The true Pro- 
portion of the Circle to the circum{cribed Square 
jn rational Numbers, by M. Leibuitz. A new 
Method of determining expeditioufly the Tangents 
of curve Lines, A new Method of determining 
the maxima and minima. A Method of determining 
either the quadrature or the impoffibility thereof in a 
given Figure, terminated by right Lines and a geo- 
metrical Curve. A juridico mathematical Medita- 
tion on Rebate at fimple Intereft. Some new 
Anatomical Difcoveries, as of the Hymen, the 
menftrual Veffels, €?c. An Obfervation on the Me- 
thod .of preferving anatomical Preparations in 
Liquors, An Experiment concerning the Optic 
Nerve, by Dan. Bernouilli. An Obfervation on the 
Integument peculiar to the Membrane of the Tym- 
panum of a Foetus, Some anatomical-Obfervations 
on the Structure of the biliary Veffels, and motion 
of the Bile. An Obfervation about the conftituent 
Parts of the Blood. New Rules for the Conferva- 
tion of Heat in Rooms. A twofold direét Method 
of dividing a femicircle inagiven Ratio; whereby 
Kepler’s Problem about finding the Places of the 
Planets at any given time is folved. A general 
Method of determining the Points of Station of the 
Planets in their Orbits. A Defcription of a new 
and very uncommon Phenomenon obferved in the 
Heavens in the begining of Spring, 1683, at Paris, 
by Fobn Cafini. Correfponding Obfervations of 
the Eclipfes of Fupiter’s fatellites in different Parts of 
Europe, with Remarks thereon; as alfo a Remark, 
wherein in particular is deduced the whole extent of 
Europe in Longitude. By M. de L’ife. A Difcourfe 
on the feparation of Salt and frefh Water, and a new 
kind of chemical Separation. Several chemical Ex- 
periments and Obfervations, by Borrichius. A Dif- 

fertation 
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fertation on metallic Salts, together with their ufes 
in Chymiftry, Medicine, and Surgery. Experi- 
ments plainlv fhewing that the Pulvis Pyrophorus, 
otherwile called Homberg’s Phofphorus, takes Fire 
in the fame manner as Quick-lime heats, when 
moiftened. A chronological Inquiry into the peri- 
odical Revolution of the Comet, An. 1638 and 
An. i702, By M. des Vigneles. The true Meafure 
of a Copenhagen Foot and Ell. The magnetic Varia- 
tion, and the Longitude and Latitude of the aforefaid 
City inveftigated. An Inftrument for defcribing all 
forts of Sun-Dials, and another for exactly finding 
when it is Noon. A new kind of Lamp.  Diffe- 
rent Methods of making Sea- Water frefh. A new 
fort of Level. The Inv ntion of the Microfcope ; 
together with fome microfcopical Obfervations. 
An Hiftory of the Invention of the Phofphorus. Re- 
fieCtions on Knowledge, Truth, and Ideas. Of the 
Manufaéture’ of China Ware. An experimental 
Differtation on the Direction of heavy Bodies in a 
| fpherical Vortex, and on the Figure of the Nucleus. 
A new and eafy Carriage for great Loads. An 
Effay on the Nature and Remedies of Friction in 
Machines, arifing from the fuperinceffion of Bodies, 
The Meafures or Laws of the Forces of Bodies, 
New Meaflures fubfervient to mechanical Praétice. 
A Method of bringing up young Children by hand. 
A medical Differtation on Camphire. A Remedy 
inan Atrophy of the Fye; together with Objferva- 
tions thereon. The Cure of the Bite of a mad 
Dog. A new Method of curing the Gout. Of a 
Milk Diet, as a Specific in the Gout. A Specific 
in the Pleurify. The Elephantiafis and Phithiriafis 
curd by Mercury. An Obfervation on medicated 
Whey. A very eafy and cheap Remedy ina Gan- 
grene, with Obfervations thereon. Of the Oil and 
Gall of Vipers, as excellent Opthalmics. Of the 
Iron Works at Malmits, near Sagan, in the Prin- 

cipality 
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cipality of Glogau in Silefa. An Account of Storms 
of Hail and Thunder in different Parts of Europe, 
cogether with fome hiftorical Reflections on Light- 
ning. An Aecount of a Ball of Fire which was 
feen in Stlefia, Laufnitz, Poland, Prufia, and Hun- 
gary, Auguft 10, 1717 with hiftorical Reflections 
thereon, An Effay towards an Account of the 
Aurora Borealis. A new Hypothefis about Vapours. 
An Account of the great Fog in Oéfober, 1717; 
with Reflections thereon. A Difcourfe fhewing 
how Vapours and other Bodies, which by reafon 
of their hollownefs float in the Air, may be raifed 
' therein. Of the Ore of Quickfilver, Of the re- 
puted Silefian Cotton. Some Indications of the 
Deluge in Sweden, Of the Sugar Plantations in 
Brafil. Of the Culture of Tobacco and the planting 
of Madder in Silefia. Vegitable Gold. Of the Hun- 
garian Wines. Of the Nature and Preparation of 
Sperma Ceti. Of the German Moxa. Of the Coral 
Fifhery. Of the Nature cf Amber and Experi- 
ments thereon: Of the Maturation of Amber, and 
the bringing it to Perfection, both naturally and by 
Art; Of the foftnefs and various Contents of Ambers : 
Of the Family and various Properties of Amber. An 
Account of Tea, and the manner of preparing it. 
Of the Benjamin and Camphire Trees, Of the 
true Original of the Kermes Grains, of which the 
Purple and Scarlet Dyes are made. A Defcription 
of a burning and medicinal Spring in Poland; with 
an Explication of the Phenomena thereof. The 
grand Principle of Optics, Catoptrics, and Diop- 
trics, A Contrivance of a very fimple knd of Mi- 
Crometor. Refleétions on the Original of Nations, 
chiefly taken from their Languages. Of the Ori- 
gin and Seat of the Scythians: Of the Situation of 
Scythia, fuch as it was in the Time of Herodotus. 
Of the Origin of the Eafthonians, Finns, and 
Laplanders. An Accountof Deaf and Dumb Per- 
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fons made to hear and fpeak, by Dr. Petrus aCafiro ; 
with Obfervations thereon. Ofthe different Sorts of 
more fenfible Barometers, and of a new Kind of 
them, and their Ufes. An Aerometrical Effay to- 
wards the Improvement of the Thermometer. A 
Mathematico-phyfical Effay towards finding the 
Height of the Atmofphere. A Differtation on the 
Ignorance of the human Soul, as to its own Na- 
ture, particular Time of its beginning to exift, the 
manner of its Union with the Body, oc. By 
Peter van Mufchenbroek. An Obfervation and Ex- 
periments about the external Ufe of Spirits of Wine 
in ftopping Hemorrahges. An Account of Mer- 
Maids. Some Hints towards the Choice and order- 
ing of Cows for the. greater Encreafe: of Milk. 
The Diffeétion of a Mole. The Anatomy of two 
Beavers, with Obfervation thereon. 


ARTIC LE XXX. 


New Books juft imported by Paul Vaillant, facing 
Southampton-Street in the Strand. 


Iftoire et Memoires de I’ Academie Royale des 
Infcriptions et Belles Lettres; Tom. 14, 
15. Quarto. 
Memoirs pour Servir a l’Hiftoire de Infects, par 
Mr.de Reaumur. Tom. 6, 4fo. 
Defcription de I’ifle de Corfe et de la Derniere 
Guerre, 120. 
Memoires de ? Academie Royale de Chirurgie, 470. 
Oraifon Funebre de.Monfeigneur le Cardinal de 
Fleury, par le P. la Neuville, 470. 
Hiftoire Romaine, par Mr. Rollin. tom. Neuvieme 
revu & continue par Mr. Crevier, 12m0. 


Effai Sur les pricipes du Droit et de la Morale, par 
Mr. D’Aube, 4t0. 


Elemes 
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Elemens des Guerres des Sieges, ou Traité de |’ Artil. 
Jerie, de l* Attaque, et de la Defence des Places, par 
Mr. le Blond, 3 Vol. 8 vs. 

Traité des Operations d= \-hirurgie, par Henry Fran- 
cois Je Dran, 89. , 

Sermons du Pére Bretonne en 7 Volumes, 120. 

Bibliotheque Francoile, ou Eliftorie de la Literatyre 
francoife, par L? Abbé Goujet, tom. 5, 6. 1290. 

Caufes Celebres et Intereffantes, par Gayot de 
Pitaval, tom. 17, 18, 19, 20. 12m. 

Dictionaire Francois, Latin, & Italien, par L? Abbé 
Antonini, tom. 2, 4f0. 

Hiftoire de ! Empire Othoman, ou fe voyent les 
Caufes de fon Agrandiffement et de {a decadence, 

avec des notes tres inftructives, par Mr. de Jonc- 
quieres 4 Volumes 12m. 

Nouvelle Relation de la France Equinoxiale, con- 
tenant la Defcription des cotes de la Guiane, de 
rifle de Cayenne, les Commerce & les moeurs 
& Cottumes des Sauages qui l’habitent 12m. 

Effais de Dynamique & de Phyfique, 1220. 

Theorie de la figure dela Terres tirée des Principes 
de ?Hydroftatique, par Mr. Clairaut, 8vo. 

Lia Connoiffance de tems-pour l’Anne, 1744. 8vo. 


N. B. L’ Abbé Olivet has now compleated his 
Edition of Zaily, which is in nine Volumes 4éo. 
There being ftill fome Subfcribers who have not 

yet received the three laft Volumes which do 

compleat the Work; on fending the Receipt 
they had delivered to them at Subfcribing, and 
likewife one Guinea, being the laft Payment, (the 

Carriage from Paris included) to Mr. Vaiilani’s 

in the Ssrand, they may have the faid Volumes 
deliver’d to them. 
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‘ A Bernethy, (Rev. John) an Account of his Dif- 
courfes on the moral Attributes of God 375 
Abner, bis Conduct with regard to David and Ith- 
bofheth, 3—6. His Death, 7 
Abraham, Heathen Accounts of that Patriarch 307 
Adam, Mythological Fables relating to him 305 
Antediluvians, their great Age taken notice of by the 
Pagans 306 
Agency, (Moral) whence our Idea of it arifes, 376. 
Whence we infer its being a Property of the Deity, 
377—379. Ln what Senfe, and with what Li- 
mitations it foould be attributed to God, 379— 
8 


382 
Aqueduét, S¢. Enfwith’s, in Kent, defcribed 179 
Aftronomy, an Account of Dr. Long’s Syftem of it, 

204-219, 32I—360 


B 
a (Rev. Julius) an Account of bis E/- 
[ay, &c. 


| 220 
Bellerophon, the Fable of bim grounded on the Scrip- 
ture Story of Uriah 399 


Catalogues, 
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C 


Atalogues, of the Stars. See Stars 
Cxefar, a Comjetture concerning bis military 


Marks in Eaft-Kent — 172—176 
‘Cherethites, their Office 121 
Cochineal, proved to be an Infett 92 
Collier-Hill, remarkable 18% 
Compendium Anatomicum, an Account of a Work 

under that Title 387—392 


Conftellations, (the) their ancient Hiftory 324 
Cromwell, (Oliver) an Account of Original Letters 
aud Papers of State addreffed to him 291 


D 


Ancing, a Differtation thereon 
David, an Epitome of the Second Volume 7 
his Life, 1—45, 109—128, 393—424. Ais 
Behaviour on the Death of Abner, 7. His Re- 
gulation of the Hebrew Militia, 9. His Conduf? 
with refpett to \fhbofheth juftified, 12. He be- 
fieges and takes Jerufalem, 13. His marrying /e- 
veral Wives excufed, 15. His taking a jrvange 
Woman to Wife juftified,18. His Succefs again/- 
the Philiftines, 20, 21. His Epinicion on Occa- 
fion thereof critically confidered, 22. His pom- 
pous Procefion with the Ark to Sion, 24. Guilty 
of an Error in that Affair, 25. A Miftake of 
the Commentators with Reference to the Nature 
of this Procefion reétified, 30. His dancing be- 
fore the Ark defended, 34—45. His Defign of 
building a Temple, 110. His Expeditions againft 
the Philiftines, t11—115. He conquers Hada- 
dezer, 115. ” Refleétions on bis Treatment of the 
Syrians, 116. 4n Apology for his feeming Neg- 
lec of Mephibofheth, 122. His Kindne/s to him, 
ibid. His Quarrel with the Ammonites, i 
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128. His Amour with Bathfheba, 393. The 
dreadful State of bis Mind after that Fa, 395. 
Marries Bathfheba, 397. .4n Apology on that 
Head ibid. Goa’s Meffage to him by Nathan, 
398. His public Confeffion and Repentance, with 
Reflettions thereon, 399. Remarks on bis Beba- 
viour in the Cafe of bis Child, begotten in Adul- 
tery, 401. His Treatment of the People of Rab- 
bzh accounted for, 403—407. A Differtation 
on a Fit of Sickne/s which befel him, proving it 
to be the Small-Pox, 410. His Mijcondutt in the 
Ajair of Ziba and Mephibofheth, 414, 415, 
417—424. His Submiffion to the Will of God in 
the Matter of Shimei, 415. Refleétions occafioned 
by this Incident, 416 
Deification, the Subjeéts thereof among the Heathens, 
2372 254 257 
De Witts, (the) their tragical Cataftrophe, 261. Their 
Ufurpation of too much Power cenfured, 263 
Divinity, an Account of Mr. Bofwell’s Method of 
fiudying tt 299 
Dutch, (the) Reflections on the Severity of their Pu- 
nifoments, 265, 279. On their Care of public 
Order and Beauty, 266 


x 


ART H, (ihe) an Account of feveral Methods 
that have been effay'd for determining its Di- 


menfiois 213-219 
Ecliptic, (the) its Variability difputed 337s 
340343 
Etymologies, the Fallacy of them inflanced 265 
Exclufion- Hill, (the) its Defign 98 
Exodus, (the) of Hraelites from Egypt, mentioned by 
Heathen Writers 310 
Eyes (of Injetts) defcribed 85 


FLEAS, 
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F 
LEAS, wmicrofcopially defcribed 79—81 


Fontenelle, (M. de) an Account of the new 
Edition of bis Works 45—56 


G 


Ad-Bee. See Ox-Fly 
Generation, (equivocal) an Argument for it 


defeated gt 
Gnats, defcribed 82 
God, (the unknown) a Differtation on ~ Subjedé 
395-375 

Greek, a Letter relating to the Pronunciation of 
that Language 288 


Guilford, (Lord Keeper) a Continuation of bis Me- 
moirs, 983—108. His Condutt after the Oxford 
Parliament, 102—105, Reflections on bis Be- 
haviour and Charaétter, from bis firft Rife to the 
Bench till be was advanced to the Great Seal, 
105—108 


H 


Adadezer, who be anfwers to in propbane Hif- 

| tory, 115. His Greatnefs, 117 

Hague, (the) a brief Account of it, 256, 281. Re- 
fleétions on the Quietude of that Village, 297. 
The Story of an Execution there, 264. The 
Prince Graft, there, defcribed, 265. The Spin- 
Houfe, 278. .4 Comparijon between the Hague 
and Madrid, 284 

Hero-Worfhip. See Deification 


Holland, 
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Holland, defcribed, 254—-288. The Difeafes of 
that Country, 282. A Parallel between it and 
Attica in ancient Greece, 287 


J 
Erufalem, defcribed as it appeared during the 
Feaft of the Tabernacles 31 
Itch, (the) its Nature difcovered 63 
Jupiter, the fame as Cham 312 

K 
ee (Eat) @ pifture/que Profpett of it 
176 

L 
EAVES (of Trees or Planis) defiribed as 
appearing through the Microfcope 89 
Leprofy, Reafons for the Decreafe of that Diftem- 
per 281 
Lice, feveral Animals infefted by them 67 
Load-ftone, (the) an biftorical and critical Differ- 
tation thereon 4.24. 
Loufe, @ microfcopial Defcription of it 65 


_ Lucretius, an Account of a new Tranflation of bis 


Poem, 158-164. An Encomium on bis Wri- 
tings, 160, 161. Brief Memoirs of bis Life, 
&c. 162 


M 
ARTIN, (Mr. Benjamin) an Account of 
bis Philofopbical Leétures 384—386 
Mealures (of Length) of divers Nations 207—213 
Meffiah, 
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Meffiah, Rabbinical Traditions concerning his Ad- 
vent 194-204, 321-—~360 
Michal, ber contemptuous Behaviour towards David 
cenfured 33 
Microfcope, an Account of Difcoveries by that In- 
Strument, 63—69, 93-95.  Reflettions there- . 


upon, 95 

Mites, (Cheefe) deferzbed 68 
Money, Confiderations relating to it 100 
Mouldinefs, difcovered to be minute Plants 92 
Myfteries, of the Heathens, the Dottrines taught 
thereby 237—255 

N 
ATURE, an Inftance of its Uniformity 255 
Neptune, the fame as Japhet * gie 
North, (Mr. Dudley) an Account of bim 98 

O 
X-FLY, defcribed 83 
Oyfters, Difcoveries relating to them 87 

P 
ACKE (Dr. Chriftopher) bis Account of Eaft- 
~ Kent 165—182 


Paradife, mithological Traditions concerning it 304 
Parallax (annual) of @ Phenomenon, explained 345 
Parallaxes, the Knowledge thereof ufeful. in feveral 
re[pecis, 343. Obfervations relating to thofe of 
the Planets 345-345 
Pelithites, who they were 122 


Philofophy, 
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Philofophy (xatural) its ufefulnefs in the moft im- 

portant Affairs of Life 385 
Pillar ( Jacob’s) known among the Heathens 309 
Planets, (the) their ancient Appellations, and the 


Reafons thereof 231—336 
Pluche (Abbe) Obfervations on bis Hiftory of. the 
Heaven 225-—-253 
Pomp, (Eajftern) an InStance.of it 183 


Pores, of the Skin of the human Body, their Num- 
ber and Minutene/s . 65 
Pfalm xxivth, the Beauties of it difplayed 2 Jam 2.9 
Pfalm, xxxviith, the Occafion of it 423 
Roifia, az Account of her and her Family, 133— 
136. The Occafion of finding ber Oratory, 131. 
A Defcription of tt 132, 136, &c. 
Royfton, an Antiquarian View of the Country 
about it 128 


S 


Acrifices, the Refemblance between thofe of the 
Jews and thofe of the Heathens. 3132 
Salts, their Configuration and Manuer of opera- 


ting go 
Samuel, (2d Book) V. 6, 8. explained 12 
Saturn, the fame as Adam, a11. The fame alfo 
as Noah ibid, 
Scales, of the Scarf-fkin of the Luman Body, their 
Minutenefs, 64. Of Fifhes, Their Variety and 
Manner of Growth, 86 
Scorpion, feveral Opinions concerning tts Sting 83 
Scripture, its Authority confirmed by the Refemblance 
there is between the facred and prophane Accounts 
of Things 302320 


Snails, Di/coveries relating to them 84. 


Sodom, 
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The IND EX 


Sodom, the mythological Account of its Deftruttion 


. 397 
Spiders, defcribed as appearing thro’ the Microfcope, 
81 


Stars, (the fixed) the Caufe of their twinkling, 323. 
The Catalogues that have been made of them, 329. 
Their Immobility, with re{peét to one another, dif- 
puted, 336, 339. An Enquiry whether they 
have any Parallax, 346—354. Changes that 
have been obferved in them 354—360 

States, of Holland, the Plainne/s of their Appearance, 
258.. Their Affembly-Room defcribed, 259. 
merry Incident that happened there 266 

Surgery, @ compendious: Hiftory of the Art 56 


T 
Rade, fome Confiderations relating thereto 99 
_ Traditions, (Rabbinical) anAccount of a Col- 
leftion of them 189 -—204 
Tree of Life, Heathen Fables relating to it 305 
Tower, (of Babel) the mythological Story thereof, 


306 

Vv 
Fgetables, (the lower Species of) Difcoveries 
relating to them 88 

U 
U Zzah, the Reafon of the divine Fudzment 
on bit 25 


Wings, 


